Meet 


Page 2 


The Journal Re 


September 9, 2021 I Vol <ul , No. 32 I $1.00 = 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


NEVER FORGET 
Reflecting 

on 20 years 
since 9/11/01 


The morning of Sept. 11, 
2001, seemed like a better than 
could be hoped for day in the 
Northeast. It was warm, sunny, 
and as far as Tuesdays go, not a 
bad start to the week. 

Then the news started trick- 
ling in. 

Around the time most people 
were just getting to work, a series 
of coordinated terrorist attacks 
killed thousands and targeted the 
American way of life. Almost im- 
mediately, Americans everywhere 
vowed “Never Forget!” 

Twenty years later, remem- 
bering what happened is as im- 
portant as ever. Here’s a timeline 
of events and what some people in 
our area have to say: 


Timeline 


At 7:59 a.m. American Air- 
lines Flight 11 took off from Bos- 
ton Logan International Airport 
carrying 81 passengers and 11 
crew. 


At 8:14 a.m., United Airlines 
Flight 175 departed from Boston 
Logan International Airport with 
56 passengers and 9 crew mem- 
bers. 


At 8:14 a.m. Flight 11 was 
hijacked by five al-Qaeda terror- 
ists above central Massachusetts. 


Between 8:42 and 8:46 a.m., 
Flight 175 was hijacked by five 
al-Qaeda terrorists. 


At 8:46:40 a.m., Flight 11 
crashed into the north face of the 
North Tower of the World Trade 
Center between Floors 93 and 99. 


At 9:03 am., Flight 175 
struck the south face of the South 
Tower of the WTC between Floors 
77 and 85. 


At 9:37 a.m., American Air- 
lines Flight 77, carrying 58 pas- 
sengers and six crew, was flown 
into the western side of the Pen- 
tagon in Washington, D.C. The 
flight was hijacked by five al-Qae- 
da terrorists between 8:51 and 
8:54 a.m. after departing from 
Dulles International Airport in 
Virginia. 


At 9:59 a.m., the South Tow- 
er of the WTC collapsed. 


At 10:03 a.m., United Air- 
lines Flight 93 crashed near 
Shanksville, Pa., with its 37 pas- 
sengers and crew of seven. After 
being hijacked by four al-Qaeda 
terrorists at 9:28 a.m., passengers 
were alerted of the attacks through 
phone calls with loved ones and 
attempted to regain control of the 
plane. The subsequent crash pre- 
vented what was to be a second 
attack on Washington, D.C. 


At 10:28 am., the North 
Tower of the WTC collapsed. 


When the dust settled, it was 
revealed that 2,977 people lost 
their lives during the Sept. 11 
terrorist attacks, excluding the 
hijackers and including 343 fire- 
fighters and 71 law enforcement 
officers. A total of 125 people 
were killed in the Pentagon while 
2,606 were killed in New York 
City. 


Two decades have now 
passed, but millions of Americans 
vividly remember that day, and 
everyone who does has a story to 
tell. 
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PET OF THE WEEK 


Zampa Poots 
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Jonathan Miller, 
Monson firefighter 


Where were you on 9/11? 


I learned of the attacks while 
I was at work at Springfield Tech- 
nical Community College, work- 
ing in the health clinic. About an 
hour later I realized that I would 
be deployed. I had recently joined 
the Worcester Disaster Medical 
Assistance Team (DMAT MA- 
2). These are federal teams that 
are comprised of civilian medi- 
cal professionals throughout the 
country. Team members receive 
specialized training and are fed- 
eralized during deployments. I 
received the call and later that 
day I boarded a convoy with my 
team and we headed to New York. 

Our mission was a two-week 
deployment to provide on-scene 
medical treatment to victims of 
the attack. We were first staged at 
Stewart Air National Guard Base 
as additional DMATS and other 
federal assets arrived. 48 hours 
later we entered ground zero and 
helped staff five medical aid sta- 
tions around the pile, to treat the 
thousands of workers that were 
there. Our work there contin- 
ued for the remainder of the two 
weeks and then our team transi- 
tioned out and returned home. 


What has changed in your life 
since 9/11? 


When I returned there was so 
much information and emotions to 
process. I felt, as many others did, 
that the world has changed forev- 
er. I don’t know exactly what that 
meant for me at the time except 
that the memories of my experience 
would impact me every day. Three 
principals that helped shape my life 
going forward were: To cherish life 
and live each day to the fullest, To 
hold people who sacrifice for others 
in the highest regard, and To un- 
derstand what is truly important in 
life without getting caught up in the 
day-to-day noise and ruts. Twenty 
years have passed now but I still try 
each day to remember these princi- 
ples. 
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9/11 attacks. 


Troy Brin, 
town of Palmer 
Veterans Agent 


Where were you on 9/11? 


Kosovo out on a Long Range 
Surveillance Mission, as part of 
Operation Joint Guardian. 


What do you remember most 
about it? 


I wasn’t aware of the horrific 
incident until our mission ended 
on 9/13. When I was informed I 
remember feeling a sense of over- 
whelming pain and sadness, then 
anger. 


Jonathan Miler, a Monson firefighter, shown at Ground Zero shortly after the 


What has changed in your life 
since 9/11? 


So very much... in the fol- 
lowing 10 years I would spend 
six years and 11 months overseas 
participating in combat opera- 
tions all over the world. I retired 
from military service in 2013 and 
began a career assisting service 
members, veterans and their fam- 
ilies. 


What hasn’t changed? What 
did you think would have happened 
that hasn’t? 


Global security, peace, and 
prosperity. Underdeveloped coun- 
tries beginning to make progress 


towards global unity and thriving 
independence. American strength 
and prosperity as a unified coun- 
try. 


JR/LR 911 responses Colleen 
Flynn (head shot) 


Colleen Flynn, 
Monson School 
Committee chair 

Where were you on 9/11? 
Sitting in my seventh-grade 
English/Language Arts _ class- 


room. 


What do you remember most 
about it? 


I can vividly remember cry- 
ing teachers and panicking chil- 


—_s “ee 
Troy Brin shown during his last deployment in in Afghanistan in 2010-’11. 


Public 
invited to 
town’s 9/11 
ceremony 


By Michael Harrison 
mharrison@ turley.com 


PALMER — American Legion 
Post 130 invites the public to mark 
the 20th anniversary of the Sept. 11, 
2001, attacks on the U.S. and hon- 
or area veterans with a ceremony at 
1 p.m. Saturday at the Fire Service 
Group on Thorndike Street. 

In addition to the 9/11 memo- 
rial, the Legion will honor U.S. ser- 
vice members from Western Mass. 
who have passed, particularly those 
who served during the Korean War 
era and dedicate the newest pavers. 

Post Commander Matthew Nay 
will say a few words along with 
several local elected officials. The 
town’s first responders also partic- 
ipate in the annual ceremony, which 
Nay said the Legion strives to be 
welcoming to all. 

“We typically do a 21-gun sa- 
lute so (people) should be aware of 
the noise,” he said. 

“Palmer police and firefighters 
do the honor guard for the flags, 
Palmer police are represented by 
the Chief and some officers help 
direct traffic. We provide chairs for 
our ‘age experienced’ guests. The 
ceremony is usually 30 to 45 min- 
utes and kid-friendly to help show 
our next generation and help them 
carry on the memory.” 

Saturday’s event is also another 


CEREMONY | page 4 


Jha tl 
— : 


, aes *s 


dren as the school went into a 
paralyzed lock-down mode and 
every television switched onto 
the news. I had just moved to a 
suburb in North New Jersey that 
summer and it seemed as though 
everyone had ties to the City, so 
there were kids worried about 
their parents and adults terrified 
for their family and friends. All I 
wanted was to get home and call 
my dad. A shadow of uncertainty 
hung over everything and every- 
one for weeks. 

I remember adults who 
stepped up to the moment and 
helped children understand what 
was happening in the world with- 
out being patronizing or dismis- 
sive. I remember really diving 
into music as a means of comfort 
and solace for the first time. MTV 
and VH1 were playing songs of 
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ZAMPA POOTS 


Zampa Poots was adopted by Terry Dann two 
years ago from a shelter in Connecticut. Zampa Poots 
means “paws paws” in two different languages, she 
explains. “He is a polydactyl cat with 26 toes!” Dann 
says. “He is a good boy and an indoor cat. It’s excit- 
ing to see him run around with his distinctive paws! 

Do you have a pet that makes your life special 
(not limited to dogs and cats!)? We feature your pets 
every week here and on Facebook. Just email a 
high-quality jpg and some information, including your 
pet’s name, your name, and town, to mharrison@ 
turley.com. 


Compost dates/times 
in Palmer 


The following schedule will provide dates the 
compost area off of Old Warren Road in Palmer will be 
opened to allow town residents to drop off grass clip- 
pings and leaves during spring and summer months. 
Place lawn debris in brown paper bags, (no plastic 
bags allowed) and do not leave bags up against the 
locked gate. The town asks that you also practice so- 
cial distancing. 


Saturday, Sept. 18 9 am.-5 p.m. 
Sunday, Sept. 19 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Saturday, Oct. 16 9 am.-5 p.m. 
Sunday, Oct. 17 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Saturday, Oct. 23 9 am.-5 p.m. 
Sunday, Oct. 24 9 am.-5 p.m. 
Saturday, Oct. 30 9 am.-5 p.m. 
Sunday, Oct. 31 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 6 9 am.-5 p.m. 
Sunday, Nov. 7 9 am.-5 p.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 13 9 am.-5 p.m. 
Sunday, Nov. 14 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 20 9am. -5 p.m. 
Sunday, Nov. 21 9 am.-5 p.m. 


Pork dinner to fundraiser for 
community needs, Sept. 11 


WEST BROOKFIELD - Knights of Columbus 
Council 11080 is having a Roast Pork Dinner on Sat- 
urday, Sept. 11, in Dugan Hall, Sacred Heart Church, 
10 Milk St. 

Proceeds from this event will benefit local com- 
munity needs. Dinner includes roast pork, baked pota- 
to, peas, garden salad, fresh corn, dessert, water, soda 
and coffee. Cost is only a $10 donation and $8 for chil- 
dren under 12. Take-out is available at 5:30 p.m. and a 
sit-down dinner is served at 6 p.m. Admission tickets 
are also good for entry for a special door prize. Raffle 
tickets for a 50/50 raffle and more will be available. 
Advance ticket purchase is encouraged and appreciat- 
ed. Tickets are available from any Knight or by call- 
ing 413-813-8100, or by emailing wallyconnor122@ 
gmail.com.Tickets will only be available at the door 
while they last. 
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Ride the Ware-Palmer 
Shuttle free this month 


Turley Publications photo by Michael Harrison 


The PVTA is offering free rides on the Ware-Palmer Shuttle all through September. 
After the promotion, you can ride the bus around the towns and all the way to Spring- 


field for just $1.50. 


By Michael Harrison 
mharrison@ turley.com 


PALMER — To help showcase its en- 
hanced service, the Pioneer Valley Transit 
Authority is operating the Ware-Palmer 
Shuttle free of charge for the entire month 
of September. 

The PVTA’s Shuttle now features 
“flex route” changes to the existing routes 
that essentially makes the shuttle an on-de- 
mand service. It’s part of a broader effort 
to show the public how rider-friendly the 
bus and van option has become, according 
to PVTA Director Paul Burns. Is making 
your way to the nearest stop a burden? No 
problem. 

“Tf you live within three-quarters of a 
mile from one of the stops, we will pick 
you up — maybe not at your door — but 
you can arrange to be picked up closer to 
home,” he said. 

Those requests need to be scheduled 
about two hours before pick-up. 

Burns said the PVTA, which had to 
cut back on routes a couple of years ago 
in response to state budget cuts, was fur- 
ther hampered by the COVID-19 pandem- 
ic. Now the PVTA is trying to reach out to 


past customers and attract new ones while 
restoring ridership to the pre-pandemic 
level of approximately 100 people a day. 

The shuttle picks up passengers at 
several fixed stops and travels a circuit 
that includes the Walmart in Ware, several 
downtown areas in Palmer and its villages, 
and pretty much everywhere in between. 
Drivers will stop and let passengers off 
where they desire along the routes as long 
as the driver has ample notice. 

One circular local route that ends at 
the Big Y in Palmer then heads to Union 
Station n Springfield before beginning the 
whole thing over again. 

Riders use the service to get to shop- 
ping areas, various appointments — even 
more important since the Baystate Mary 
Lane outpatient clinic closed in the past 
year — and just about anywhere else they 
want to go in Palmer and Ware. 

After September, fares will be im- 
posed again. Though with the price of gas 
remaining high, the $1.50 fare (each way) 
and 25-cent transfers might be a more 
cost-effective option for some residents. 

For more information, including 
schedules, go to pvta.com or call 413-781- 
7882 or 877-779-7882. 


Lake association to hold 8th 
annual Paddle Poker Run 


BROOKFIELD, STURBRIDGE, 
EAST BROOKFIELD - The Quaboag 
Quacumquasit Lake Association will hold 
its eighth annual Paddle Poker Run on Sat- 
urday, Sept. 11, with registration open to 
the general public starting at 10:30 a.m. 
at the Lake Quaboag (North Pond) boat 
launch. Co-Chairs for this year’s event are 
QQLA Co-President, Bill Seabourne and 
member Randy Weiss. 

Participants may compete in kayaks, 
canoes, row boats or on paddle boards; 
any vessel that may be paddled or rowed. 
Registration begins at 11 am. The poker 
run competition begins at noon and ends 
at 4 p.m. at the Quaboag boat ramp. The 
entrance fee is $20 per poker hand. There 
is no limit to the number of poker hands a 
paddler may play. 

Paddlers will pick up one playing 
card at each of five dock locations around 
the lake and return to the boat ramp with 
a five-card poker hand. Upon returning to 


FOOD THAT IS GREAT FOR THE SOUL! 


A SUPERIOR 


EXPERIENCE. 


At Cedarbrook Village we ensure that all residents can use 
food as a means to evoke pleasure, improve energy levels, 
and enhance overall the quality of life. 


Our culinary teams fully adopt the MyPlate 


recommendation that seniors in later life 


increase the consumption of nutrient-dense 


foods in variety, and lower consumption of foods 


high in added sugars and unsaturated fats. 


73 South Street 
Ware, Massachusetts 01082 


413-758-5377 


cedarbrookvillage.com 


the boat launch, players may attempt to 
improve their hand by trading individual 
cards for an additional cost. At the end of 
play, the top hand will win the grand prize 
of $250. Several other prizes will also be 
awarded including a substantial prize for 
the player with the worst hand. 

Proceeds from this fundraiser will 
support the efforts of QQLA, a volunteer, 
nonprofit organization of nearly 200 mem- 
ber families dedicated to preserving and 
protecting the quality of Lake Quaboag 
and Lake Quacumquasit and the surround- 
ing watershed through the promotion of 
responsible, effective environmental poli- 
cies. Better known as North (Quaboag) and 
South (Quacumquasit) Ponds, the lakes are 
located in Brookfield, East Brookfield and 
Sturbridge. 

For more information about QQLA 
go to website at QQLA.org or its Facebook 
Page at Facebook.com/QQLA.org 


a P | 


at Ware 


An Everbrook Senior Living Community 


I THE JOURNAL REGISTER 


Chef Greg, Director of Dining Services at Cedarbrook Village 
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Interested in Scouting? 
Join Troop 164 for a camping weekend 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


PALMER - Residents who 
are interested in having their 
sons learn more about camp- 
ing and scouting, are welcome 
to visit BSA Troop 164’s up- 
coming Open House Camping 
Weekend Sept. 17-19. 

Scoutmaster Bill Mullen 
said the troop plans on having 
a model campsite set up behind 
Divine Mercy Parish. 

“That is our charter orga- 
nization,” Mullen said. 

“At the event, the boys will 
be working on some displays 
and demonstration skills that 
people expect from scouts.” 

Mullen also said this is the 
first time they will be hosting 
this event at Divine Mercy and 
he is looking forward to hope- 
fully good weather and the op- 
portunity to increase the size of 
the troop. 

“This will be an open 
house opportunity for boys be- 
tween the ages of 11 and 18 to 
sign up if they are interested,” Mullen 
said. 

“It’s a great program, that has 
been around since 1910.” 

To encourage residents to sign 
their children up for scouting, Mullen 
said it’s available for boys and girls 
and young men and women ages 1|1 
and up. He also said according to the 
Boy Scouts of America Program’s mis- 
sion statement, the goal of scouting is 
to train young people to make ethical 
and more moral decisions during their 
lifetime. 

“Beyond that, you’re going to 
learn a lot of things, not only through 
sculpting, cooking and camping,” Mul- 
len said. 
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Courtesy photo 
Join BSA Troop 164’s upcoming Open House 
Camping Weekend Sept. 17-19 for an outdoor 
adventure and to learn more abut Scouting. 


“They will learn a lot about them- 
selves, which will help them as they 
grow and become adults and hopeful- 
ly become contributing citizens to our 
society. The other thing is four out of 
100 will make the rank of Eagle Scout. 
Having that on your resume as a young 
adult is going to open a lot of doors for 
young people throw college applica- 
tions, work and military.” 


Want to know more? 

The Open House Camping Week- 
end will take place Sept. 17-19 and is 
open to young people ages 11 to 17. 
For more information, call Scoutmas- 
ter Bill Mullen at 413-478-8780 or 
email troop164bulldogs @ gmail.com. 


Interpreting history... 


Courtesy photo 


History interpreter Dennis Picard, shown here holding an early-American version 
of a syringe, will speak about disease and death in Colonial New England at 2 p.m. 
on Sunday, Sept. 12 in the garden of the Old Meeting House Museum in the center 
of Wilbraham. The event is free and open to the public; bring lawn chairs. For 
more information contact HYPERLINK “mailto:admin@wilbrahamatheneum.org” 


admin@wilbrahamatheneum.org. 


DEADLINE 


The Journal Register has changed its firm deadline 
for public submissions to Mondays. To get your 
submission in for that week’s edition, email Editor at 
mharrison@turley.com or call the office at 413-283- 
8393 by noon on Mondays. 

We appreciate the cooperation of our readers. 


x 


J 


STILL MANUFACTURING SMILES! 


Classes Include: 
Acrobat, Ballet, Jazz, Lyrical, 
Irish, Hip-Hop, Tap, Yoga, Zumba 


Main St. = West Warren 
413-436-7886 xX 
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OBITUARY POLICY 


Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place. 

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 


S.O.N.G. Inc. plans 
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Country Bank announces promotions 


WARE - Country Bank, a full-ser- 
vice financial institution serving central 
and western Massachusetts, is pleased 
to announce recent staff promotions. 

Julie Yi has been promoted to se- 
nior vice president, controller and op- 
erations. She has extensive experience 
in finance and operations and serves 
on Country Bank’s senior management 
team. Julie holds a bachelor of science 
degree in accounting from the Univer- 
sity of Nevada Las Vegas, and is a certi- 
fied public accountant. 

Justin Calheno has been promoted 
to assistant vice president, retail lend- 
ing. He holds a bachelor of science 
degree in business management from 
Westfield State University, and is a 
graduate of The New England School 
for Financial Studies. Calheno serves 
as a board member for the Ludlow Boys 


and Girls Club. 

Lisa Saletnik has been promoted to 
assistant vice president, business sys- 
tems. She holds an associate’s degree 
from Baypath University in health sci- 
ence and is a graduate of The New En- 
gland School for Financial Studies. 

Mackenna Hogan has been pro- 
moted to commercial banking adminis- 
tration officer. She holds a bachelor of 
finance degree from UMass Amherst. 

Antonio Palano has been promoted 
to assistant vice president, retail lend- 
ing. He holds an associate’s degree in 
business administration from Spring- 
field Technical Community College. 

Newly-appointed officers include 
Sam Pursey, Erin Skoczylas, Ashley 
Swett and Sarah Yurkunas. 

Sam Pursey has been promoted to 
relationship management officer. He 


holds a bachelor of arts degree in fi- 
nance from UMass Amherst. 

Erin Skoczylas has been promoted 
to assistant controller. She holds a bach- 
elor of business administration from 
Western New England University, an 
associate’s degree in business admin- 
istration from Springfield Technical 
Community College, and is a graduate 
of The New England School for Finan- 
cial Studies. 

Ashley Swett has been promoted 
to customer care center officer. She is 
a graduate of The New England School 
for Financial Studies. 

Sarah Yurkunas has been promoted 
to relationship management officer. Sar- 
ah holds a bachelor of science in busi- 
ness from Baypath University, a certif- 
icate from the Massachusetts Bankers 
Association in Fundamentals of Credit 


Analysis: Intro to Commercial Lending, 
and is currently enrolled in the New En- 
gland School for Financial Studies Pro- 
gram. 

“T am thrilled to congratulate Ju- 
lie, Justin, Tony, Lisa, Mackenna, Sam, 
Erin, Ashley and Sarah on their promo- 
tions and all of the accomplishments 
that got them here; they are a key part 
of our success. We’re pleased to provide 
the opportunities for our people to de- 
velop not only within their roles today, 
but into new opportunities tomorrow.” 

Country Bank is a full-service mu- 
tual community bank serving central 
and western Massachusetts with 14 of- 
fices in Ware, Palmer, West Brookfield, 
Brimfield, Belchertown, Wilbraham, 
Ludlow, Leicester, Paxton, Charlton and 
Worcester. 


family friendly music 
festival, Sept. 18 


BRIMFIELD — Supporting Orphans Nation- 
ally & Globally, known as S.O.N.G. Inc., presents 
“S.O.N.G.STOCK 2021” on Saturday, Sept. 18, from 
11:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. at the Brimfield Winery & Cidery, 
35 Main St., in Brimfield. 

“S.O.N.G.STOCK 2021” is a family friendly mu- 
sic festival to benefit orphaned children in the United 
States, as well as internationally. This event features 
live music all day by Secret Sage, The Otters, The Lisa 
Martin Band, Paul Sticca & AcousticcA, and Peter J. 
Newland and RadioX. 

S.0.N.G. Inc.’s goal is to benefit orphaned children 
by providing them with access to clean water, proper 
nourishment, educational and skill development oppor- 
tunities, better healthcare, and special holiday joy. Since 
1999, S.O.N.G. Inc. has provided care and support to 
orphaned children. S.O.N.G. is an all-volunteer, non- 
profit charitable organization and 100% of the proceeds 
from this festival will go to benefit orphaned children. 

Open Mic: S.O.N.G. Inc. will be providing oppor- 
tunities for individual singers/songwriters to come and 
perform their talents on stage during the day. There will 
be 10-minute time slots available. Time slots will be 
awarded to the first come, first completed registrations. 
Prizes will be awarded to the top three performances, 
which will be determined by a panel of judges. To reg- 
ister, please send a short video in an email to: info@ 
supportingorphans.org 

Other attractions at the festival include great food 
by Hanna Devine’s in Ware. Locally-crafted wine from 
Brimfield Winery, as well as locally crafted beer, will 
be available Fun family activities include a pie-eating 
contest, sack races, a bounce house and face painting 
to name a few. S.O.N.G. Inc. will also feature a silent 
auction with sports memorabilia, collectibles, original 
paintings, and other donated items. There will also be a 
“Rooski Raffle” (like a penny raffle!) 

Tickets for S.O.N.G.’s annual raffle featuring a 
chance to Win an all-expense-paid trip for two to Red 
Sox Spring Training in March of 2022 will be available. 

Formerly named “Socks For Siberia,” this all-vol- 
unteer organization has provided support to thousands 
of orphaned children, including food so they have 
proper nutrition, clothing, educational and vocational 
materials, athletic and recreational equipment, health 
and transitional seminars, respite care, therapeutic pro- 
grams and equipment, and much more. 

Event tickets may be purchased directly from 
S.O.N.G. Inc. by emailing info@supportingorphans. 
org, or by calling 413-813-8100. Tickets are also avail- 
able through eventbrite.com. Search in “Brimfield, 
MA”....”’songstock2021”. 

Please come and be a hero for orphaned children. 


Corrections 


Girl Scouts Launch 
inaugural gala on 


Sept. 17 


HOLYOKE —- Move aside 
virtual events, Girl Scouts of 
Central and Western Massachu- 
setts is excited to announce the 
inaugural Green Is The New 
Black gala and auction to take 
place on Friday evening, Sept. 
17, 2021 at the Springfield 
Country Club. 

Green is the New Black is 
an opportunity to mingle, sip 
on a Girl Scout Cookie inspired 
cocktail, enjoy dinner, dancing, 
and try your luck at the silent 
auction table. All attendees are 
encouraged to dress to impress 
in their best Green semi-formal 
to formal dress wear as memo- 
ries will be captured at the photo 
booth. 

“After a year of one can- 
celed event after the other, it 
feels so terrific to plan an eve- 
ning to come together”, said 
Pattie Hallberg, CEO for the 
Girl Scouts of Central and West- 
ern Massachusetts. “We’ve got 
a great big space for guests in- 
cluding a stunning deck. The 
event is planned in accordance 
with all public health guidelines 
and with COVID safeguards in 
place.” 

The silent auction will fea- 
ture dozens of items including 
VIP tickets to the Jonas Broth- 
ers with Kelsea Ballerini at 
Xfinity Theatre, one-night stay 
at the Charles Hotel in Cam- 
bridge, tickets to see James 
Taylor or Ringo Starr at Tangle- 
wood, Mass MoCA visitor pass- 
es, Boston Harbor Cruises, and 
a year’s supply of Girl Scout 


Cookies including a case of the 
new Adventurefuls Girl Scout 
Cookie that joins the cookie 
lineup for the 2022 cookie sea- 
son nationwide. The new cookie 
is an indulgent brownie-inspired 
cookie with caramel-flavored 
créme and a hint of sea salt that 
take cookie lovers on a delicious 
taste adventure just like Girl 
Scouts go on their own amazing 
adventures through the program. 

A preview of auction items 
and the opportunity to bid prior 
to the event is available at ready- 
setauction.com. 

The event runs from 6 to 9 
p.m. Tickets are $125 each or 
$750 for a table of six and are 
available at gscwm.org or by 
calling 413-584-2602. All pro- 
ceeds benefit Girl Scouts and 
their continuing efforts to pro- 
vide innovative programs and 
vital support to girls in grades 
K-12 throughout central and 
western Massachusetts. All 
COVID safety precautions will 
be followed. 

Sponsors include: TD 
Bank, HEARD Strategy & Sto- 
rytelling, Peoples Bank, Wolf 
& Co., Monson Savings Bank, 
Peoples United Bank, Health 
New England, Springfield Thun- 
derbirds, Easthampton Savings 
Bank, Country Bank, Fallon 
Health and USI Insurance. 

For more information about 
the event or sponsor opportuni- 
ties contact Jamie Mahon, jma- 
hon@gscwm.org or 413-584- 
2602 ext.4037 


School Committee Vacancy 


A photojournalist remembers 9/11 


By Kimberly Palmucci 
Correspondent 


BECKET -— “It became a defining moment 
for me,” recalled Becket resident Todd Maisel. 
“When you see people die in front of you, when 
you escape death not once but twice...it really 
changes you.” 

Maisel was one of several photojournalists 
on the scene from the New York Daily News as 
the hijacked planes were crashing into the World 
Trade Center on 9/11/2001. Now, the 38-year 
journalism veteran is holding an exhibit at the 
Becket Arts Center that will feature more than 
50 images of the attack and subsequent recovery. 

The exhibit is being held for the 20th an- 
niversary of the tragic event in which 2,996 
people were killed and hundreds more rescuers 
succumbed to illness. Photos will also show sub- 
sequent events related to the World Trade Center 
attacks and the recovery efforts. 

“T realized that there’s a reason why I’m 
alive...[I] need to tell the story,’ Maisel said. “It 
became very important to me to tell the story 
and keep telling the story and to make sure peo- 
ple don’t forget.” 

Maisel witnessed the second plane pierce 
the North Tower as he was arriving on the scene 
that day, establishing for certain that New York 
City was “under attack.” The photographer doc- 
umented the horrors of the day, witnessing at 
one point a firefighter being struck and killed 
by a desperate occupant of the towers jumping 
from nearly 100 stories. 

“Tt was the first moment I had to stop taking 
pictures and I just started to cry for a minute,” 
Maisel said. “You see something like that and it 
just kind of breaks you up. A few minutes later, 
I grabbed my composure and said, ‘get back to 
work.” 

Maisel began taking photos again; the next 
thing he knew, the South Tower was collapsing. 

“The sky opened up,” he said. “It was com- 
ing towards me.” 

Maisel ran into a nearby building, diving 
into the lobby as the building hit. 

“Walls came down, the lobby filled with 
dust, the power went out, the lights went out,” he 
recalled. “I’m on the ground huddled. The flash 
broke right off the top of my camera...I started 
backing out on my hands and knees,” he said, 
adding that looking around, it was pitch black. 


Ra 


A tribute to NYPD Firefighter Stephen Siller 
in New York. Photographer Todd Maisel had 
many friends among firefighters and police 
officers killed on 9/11. 


“All you could see were some lights and 
vehicles that were on fire...I could hear in the 
distance someone calling for help, so I started 
making my way out into the debris field and ’'m 
looking around and I find [a firefighter] curled 
up on the ground,” Maisel shared. “I brushed 
him off and I started screaming for help...I found 
an ambulance that was overturned and I pulled 
out a backboard and we put him on it.” 

Maisel said he went into “auto mode” and 
began helping anyone he could. 

“That’s what you do,” he said. “It didn’t 
even occur to me that the second building could 
come down. I went into auto pilot—who can I 
save? Who can I help? Not a minute later, you 
could hear the rumble of the second building... 
you could hear it coming like a freight train.” 

Maisel curled up next to a refrigerator in a 
nearby building as the North Tower collapsed. 

“Tt took down the front of the building, the 
fagade caved in, everything turned black. You 
couldn’t see anything. The room filled with dust 
again. I just sat there and waited; people were 
crying—cops, firefighters,’ he said. “That’s 
when you know it’s pretty bad, when the rescu- 
ers themselves were crying.” 

For the rest of the day, Maisel said he and 
others searched for victims, helping to recover 
two surviving firefighters injured in the collaps- 
es, according to the press release. He was later 
honored by both the Uniformed Firefighters As- 
sociation and the National Press Photographers 
Association for his efforts during the rescue 
operation and for documenting the unfolding 
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GUEST COLUMN 


Honoring heroes 
on the 20th 
anniversary of 
9/11 


ost of us remem- 
ber 20 years ago, 
on Tuesday, Sept. 


11, when four horrific, 
deadly airline attacks by Al 
Qaida terrorists assaulted 
several East Coast areas of 
our United States. Within a 
few tragic hours, thousands 
of heroic lives were lost, 
wounded, affected and af- 
flicted. 

On that day, some of us watched in disbe- 
lief as the first plane, American Airlines Flight 
11 was the first to hit its target, New York City’s 
North Tower of the World Trade Center com- 
plex in Lower Manhattan at 8:46 a.m. Seven- 
teen minutes later, at 9:03 a.m., United Airlines 
Flight 175 plunged into the WTC’s South Tow- 
ers. We learned of valiant efforts trying to stop 
the hijacker’s evil plans. But, catastrophically, 
the crew and passengers died as did thousands 
within and near the WTC including first re- 
sponders, firemen, New York City police and 
Port Authority police. 

Shrouds of fire, smoke, debris and shock- 
ing, unfathomable loss smothered a once-fa- 
miliar New York skyline. Yet, through sacri- 
ficial, heroic efforts of first responders, about 
15,000 of the WTC’s 17,000 employees were 
evacuated; 6,000 were injured; but, tragically, 
nearly 3,000 lost their lives. 

Then, at 9:37 a.m., American Airlines 
Flight 77, with 64 people on board, tore into 
the west side of the Pentagon military head- 
quarters. The horrifying attack on the Arlington 
County, Virginia site killed 181 men, women 
and children. 

Again, another planned attack by the high- 
jacked United Airlines Flight 93, aimed for 
our nations’ Capitol. As courageous passen- 
gers thwarted the hijacker’s plans, its intend- 
ed course zigzagged. Initial target saved. But, 
at 10:03 the passenger plane spiraled into an 
open field in Somerset County, Pa., creating a 
40-victim, country meadow gravesite. 

And, yet, amid the ruins and rubble of the 
World Trade Center, Frank Silecchi, a Con- 
struction Excavator, saw pieces of a beam 
forming a 17-foot long cross. He told Father 
Brian Jordan, a Franciscan Priest, about the 
massive, two-ton steel cross. Photographs por- 
trayed the crude, rugged steel cross. It became 
a symbol of hope for hundreds of all faiths 
during Mass Services. Throughout the follow- 
ing days and nights mourners came to reverent- 
ly remember those who lost their lives. 

Thankfully, first responders, workers and 
residents near Ground Zero were helped and 
are still being financially assisted by a 9/11 
Victim Compensation Fund. 

Undoubtedly, debris shrouded New York 
City’s streets with the Twin Tower’s ashes. Our 
nation’s Pentagon building in VA suffered gap- 
ing wounds. A farmer’s field in a PA town sud- 
denly became an unprepared grave yard. 

And, yet, amid grief and loss--as our na- 
tion began recovering and moving forward, 
three national Memorial sites were built to in- 
clude over 3,000 names-engraved monumental 
tributes for all 9-11 victims. To date millions 
are visiting these Commemorative Centers. 

In our greater Pioneer Valley area, it’s 
heartwarming to know that there are 911 Twin 
Tower’s steel shaft beam remnants at several 
Massachusetts locations: Ludlow at the Fire 
Department, Springfield at River Front Park, 
Ware at the Fire Department and Westfield at 
the 911 Memorial Park. 

Visit a 9/11 Memorial site. Pause and take 
a few moments of silent reverence for the vic- 
tims and the survivors. On this 20th anniver- 
sary of Sept. 11. 2001, let’s keep honoring all 
the heroes: the known, unknown, as well as our 
everyday heroes. 


GUEST 


COLUMNIST 


CEREMONY | from page 1 


opportunity to purchase pavers that can be ded- 
icated in the name of loved ones. They are $50 
each. 

“You can get forms at the ceremony or any- 
time at the Walk of Honor,” Nay said. 

“There is a rain-proof box to take them from. 
Also, during normal business hours, the Fire Ser- 
vice Group has them inside.” 


NEWS & FEATURES 


As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general 
news, personality profiles, and community features that 
we know about. This includes all selectmen and school 
committee meetings as well as spot planning board, board 
of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by 
the issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual 
major community event features that we should always 
cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other 
features to celebrate the fabric of our communities and 
their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers 
provide funding for this paid staff coverage. 

For more information on news or community features 
for The Journal Register, please email mharrison@turley. 
com. 
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Intentional seed saving 


surveying the aftermath of another 

deluge. Most of the paste tomatoes 
were on the ground. I figured I’d pick 
what I could and give the cracked or 
otherwise damaged fruit to the chick- 
ens. Amidst the casualties, there was a 
gorgeous specimen, hearty in 


[= out in the garden before dinner 


the paper towel and do the same. Voila! 
You just saved seeds; saved a few bucks 
and a piece of history, be it from your 
garden or from someone else’s a century 
ago. 

Both peas and common beans of- 
fer the new seed saver more attempts at 
self-sufficiency! I have been 


size and perfect in color. I im- 
mediately thought to myself 
that when I cut into this beau- 
ty, some of the seeds would 
be saved for next year, most 
definitely. ’ve heard many gar- 
deners complaining about their 
gardens this summer, and about 
their poor quality tomatoes in | sei 
particular. If this beauty can 


IN THE 
GARDEN 


Roberta McQuaid 
Columnist 


saving my own seeds for both 
of these crops for years now, 
but apparently I have been 
doing it all wrong. You see, I 
would simply pick any dried 
pods I had left on the plants 
when cleaning the garden up. 
The tan colored pods were ob- 
«) | vious to spot, and after a few 
days of further drying in the 


shine in a year of so much rain, 
without so much as a crack, I 
will certainly pass on this trait to future 
fruits by my seed saving efforts. 

Lucky for me that the tomato variety 
in question is open pollinated; an heir- 
loom passed down to me from a cowork- 
er. If it were a hybrid, I could still save 
the seed, but whatever I grew from that 
seed would revert back to the traits of the 
parents, not the offspring as I was hop- 
ing. Always save seed from open polli- 
nated varieties, not hybrids, unless you 
want a science experiment; one that may 
or may not have a palatable ending! 

Because tomatoes self-pollinate and 
inbreed, they are a good “first try” for 
new seed savers. You can typically grow 
different varieties with normal garden 
spacing and they won’t cross pollinate. 
I begin by cutting the tomato across the 
equator and spooning out the goopy 
seeds. Put them, goop and all, in a small 
glass jar. I add a couple inches of water, 
and loosely place wax paper or plastic 
wrap over the opening of the jar. Within 
a couple of days, white mold will form 
and after a little more time, the seeds will 
sink to the bottom of the jar. I pour off 
the smelly mold and then rinse the seeds 
in a sieve with cool water. Once clean, 
the seeds can be spread on a paper towel 
to dry. After a few days you can either 
fold up the paper towel and place it in a 
labeled envelope or peel the seeds off of 


greenhouse I’d simply throw 
the pods in a brown lunch bag 
for thrashing later in the season. Sounds 
simple enough, yes? Well, sort of. Re- 
member how I talked about passing 
along the crack-free trait of the tomato? 
What kind of traits were I unknowingly 
passing along in the peas and beans? Late 
maturation, perhaps? Hmmm...what was 
interesting to learn after researching this 
article, was that seed saving should be in- 
tentional. Plant a few feet of the garden 
row specifically for seed saving. Rogue 
out seedlings that weren’t up to par. 
Study the flowering and growth habits. 
Then choose the pods for saving on pur- 
pose and pinch out the others. Interesting 
concept, indeed! 

Now that I have the word “inten- 
tional” in my head, how will that change 
the way I save the seeds of my flowers? 
From here on out maybe any dried seed 
head won’t do, or maybe it will. 

Good luck as you try your hand at 
seed saving. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture 
at the University of Massachusetts. For 
the last 28 years, she has held the posi- 
tion of staff horticulturalist at Old Stur- 
bridge Village. She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to ekennedy@turley.com 
with “Gardening Question” in the sub- 
Ject line. 


History Matters 


History Matters is a biweekly 
feature courtesy of The Grateful 
American Book Prize, which is 
given to children’s books that 
emphasize the importance of 
American history. 


Sept. 1 to Sept. 15 


By John Grimaldi and 
David Bruce Smith 
Guest columnists 


P.T. Barnum made a fortune selling 
fantasies under his eponymous Grand 
Scientific & Musical Theater, Amer- 
ican Museum, and the circus, which 
was reputed to be “The Greatest Show 
on Earth.’ Often entrepreneurial, he 
also invented the “Big Top,” and filled 
it with side shows that featured midg- 
ets, Siamese twins and other imagina- 
tion-stretching anomalies. 

Once, while he was touring Europe 
with the not-quite three-foot tall Tom 
Thumb, Barnum encountered Miss Jen- 
ny Lind, the celebrated “Swedish Night- 
ingale.” She was an operatic singer with 
a great following on the continent. Bar- 
num quickly signed her for a national 
tour of America, and on Sept. 1, 1850, he 
showed the world just how far his tastes 
reached. 

The trip was a triumph. 

As someone once said of him, PT. 
Barnum was “Disney before Disney.” 

For more information the Grateful 
American Book Prize recommends “The 
Life of P.T. Barnum” by Phineas T. Bar- 


num, himself. 

History of Manhattan 

Allegedly, Peter Minuit purchased 
New York City from the Algonquin Indi- 
ans for a few baubles in 1626, and then 
renamed it New Amsterdam to honor its 
newly acquired Dutch heritage. 

Thirty-eight years later--on Sept. 8, 
1664—Peter Stuyvesant, Governor of 
New Netherlands, surrendered the terri- 
tory to an English naval squadron, and 
changed the name to venerate the Duke 
of York. 

According to History.com, “in 1686 
it became the first city in the colonies to 
receive a royal charter. After the Ameri- 
can Revolution, it became the first capital 
of the United States.” 

The Grateful American Book Prize 
recommends “The Island at the Center of 
the World,” by Russell Shorto. 

Mexican War 

In 1845 the U.S. government an- 
nexed Texas, which set a feud in mo- 
tion with Mexico. President James K. 
Polk ordered General Zachary Taylor to 
occupy the disputed territory along the 
Rio Grande River; meanwhile, the Mex- 
ican army attacked Taylor’s troops, and 
America declared war. 

Eventually, General Winfield Scott 
invaded Mexico with an army of 10,000, 
including 400 Marines, and won the day. 
He landed near Vera Cruz on the Gulf of 
Mexico and defeated their forces. Then, 
he moved on to Mexico City, and won 
his final victory at a fortified military 
academy known as the Halls of Monte- 
zuma; there, he raised the American flag 
on Sept. 14, 1847, and declared victory. 

The Grateful American Book Prize 
recommends “The Mexican War, 1846- 
1848” by K. Jack Bauer. 


Letters to the Editor 


Thanks for supporting 

The Joseph Kenyon Memorial 
Golf Tournament 

Amvets thanks all who helped 


Amvets Post 74 recently held our 15th Annual Joseph 
Kenyon Memorial Golf Tournament this past Aug 28. The 
proceeds from the tournament go toward the Holyoke Sol- 
diers Home Recreation Fund. 

The weather was perfect even though some of the 
golfing may not have been as spectacular. There was a 
lot of camaraderie shared between 12 teams consisting of 
members, Sons of Amvets and the Ladies Auxiliary and 
invited guests. 

A special thanks to Tim Kurty and his staff at Mill 
Valley G.C. for helping coordinate the event and put on 
fantastic dinner on the turn. The dinner consisted of a ham- 
burgers, tomato, lettuce, pasta salad and a bag of chips. 

Several raffles followed the dinner and were one of 
the high points of the tournament. The wining team of 
Stanley Siok, Joseph Siok, Richard Smola And State Sen- 
ator Ann Gobiand shot a 61 (-11) to win the Commanders 
Trophy this year. 

Tom Graveline had the hot hand wining closet to the 
pin on hole nine at eight feet, six inches. 

I would like to thank some of our continuous sponsors 
and longtime advocates for veterans affairs, State Senator 
Anne Gobi and State Representative Todd Smola. Also, 
Crimmins/Graveline Insurance, Amvets Post 74,The Sons 
of Amvets Post 74 and the Ladies Auxiliary Post 74, Balic- 
ki Auto Salvage, Rocky’s Ace Hardware, Palmer Foundry, 
and Marge & Mike Cavanaugh. 

Several business made donations including Williams 
Distributing. 

On behalf of Amvets Post 74 and The Holyoke Sol- 
diers Home, I would like to thank everyone who sponsored 
a hole, made donation, or came out to support our fund- 
raiser to help our hospitalized veterans at Tthe Holyoke 
Soldiers Home. 

A special thanks to Cindy Veratti, Caroline Kenyon, 
and her sister for help running the raffles. 

Another great day for golf, and a good time was had 
by all. 

Until next year, hit ’em hard and keep ‘em on the fair- 
way. 


Stanley Siok 
Amvets Post 74 Golf Committee Chairman 


Is it always best to 
claim benefits at 70? 


By Russell Gloor 
Guest columnist 


Dear Rusty: ’'m 66-years-old and still self-em- 
ployed as a home builder. I have not taken Social Security 
benefits yet, and don’t need to at this time. If relevant, my 
business struggled when I first started it five years ago, but 
did well last year, and I'll have my highest earning year in 
my life this year and possibly next year as well. 

My question is, and it may be dumb, is it always best 
to delay Social Security until age 70 if there is no current 
financial need for it? Also, are benefits calculated by total 
dollars earned over a lifetime, or is some kind of average 
or mean computation used? I’ve enjoyed excellent health 
throughout my life, and I have longevity in my family. ’m 
single if that’s relevant. Signed: Planning Ahead 

Dear Planning Ahead: There is never a dumb ques- 
tion about Social Security because it’s a highly complex 
program. No, it isn’t always best to delay claiming bene- 
fits until age 70, but yours might be a typical example of 
why waiting until age 70 to claim is a very smart move. 
Here’s why: 

¢ Your benefit at age 70 will be about 31% more than 
it would be at your full retirement age (FRA), which is 66 
years and 2 months, if you were born in 1955. 

¢ If you are still working and don’t urgently need the 
money, your benefit will grow by 8% for each full year 
you delay claiming but you can still claim at any time if 
necessary and get all Delayed Retirement Credits (DRCs) 
earned to the point you claim. 

¢ Your benefit amount will be computed using the 
monthly average of your lifetime 35 highest earning 
years, so if your current and more recent earnings are 
among your highest, they will be included in your benefit 
computation when you claim. Your earnings in the early 
years will be adjusted for inflation, and if you don’t have 
a full 35 years of earnings, they will still use 35 (putting 
zeros in to make 35). So, if you don’t have a full 35 years 
of lifetime earnings, your current earnings now will elim- 
inate some of those “zero earnings” years, resulting in a 
higher benefit. 

¢ If you’re in good health now and you enjoy at least 
an “average” longevity (about 84 for a man your age), 
you’ll get more in cumulative lifetime benefits by waiting 
until age 70 to claim and enjoy that higher monthly ben- 
efit for the rest of your life. If you wish to estimate your 
life expectancy, you can use this tool we use here at The 
AMAC Foundation:https://socialsecurityreport.org/tools/ 
life-expectancy-calculator/. 

e Since you're single, you don’t need to worry about 
maximizing a survivor benefit for your spouse, but if you 
marry or have an ex-spouse who outlives you, then wait- 
ing until age 70 to claim would give them the maximum 
survivor benefit they are entitled to. 

So, in your specific circumstance, waiting until you 
are 70 to claim appears to be a wise choice. For others 
who don’t enjoy good health and don’t expect to make ay- 
erage longevity, or for those who urgently need the money 
earlier, claiming before age 70 is often a better choice. 

This article is intended for information purposes 
only and does not represent legal or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions and interpretations of the AMAC 
Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited by the National 
Social Security Association. NSSA and the AMAC Foun- 
dation and its staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by 
the Social Security Administration or any other govern- 
mental entity. To submit a question, visit amacfoundation. 
org/programs/social-security-advisory or email ssadvi- 
sor @amacfoundation.org. 

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor for AMAC. 


Election letters 
to the editor 
welcome 


The Journal Register welcomes 
readers to participate in this year’s 
election campaigns by writing letters 
to the editor for publication on these 
pages. Letters of up to 250 words from 
local residents endorsing candidates 
on the ballot or discussing campaign 
issues should be sent to The Journal 
Register, care of Turley Publications, 
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, 
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed 
to mharrison@turley.com. Please in- 
clude a daytime telephone number 
for verification purposes (it will not be 
printed). Letters must be received by 
noon Monday to be considered for that 
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack let- 
ters will be printed. No letters written 
by candidates supporting their own 
candidacy will be printed. If the vol- 
ume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print 
a representative sample. No endorse- 
ment letters will be printed in the last 
edition before the election. 

For more information, call editor 
Michael Harrison at 413-283-8393. 

Campaign news 

As part of its election coverage, 
the newspaper plans to print stories 
about contested races for Congress, 
state Senate, state House, district at- 
torney and Governor’s Council during 
the weeks leading up to the election, 
as well as a question-and-answer 
voters guide. In order to ensure fair- 
ness to all candidates, no political 
press releases will be printed, nor 
will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers. 

Candidates who wish to further 
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and 
events may contact advertising, 413- 
283-8393 about paid advertising in 
The Journal Register. 
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the editor 
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Letters to the editor 
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less in length, and guest 
columns between 500- 
800 words. No unsigned 
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will be published. We 
require that the person 
submitting the opinion 
also include his or her 
town of residence and 
home telephone number. 
We must confirm author- 
ship prior to publication. 
We reserve the right 

to edit or withhold any 
submissions deemed to 
be libelous, unsubstanti- 
ated allegations, personal 
attacks, or defamation of 
character. 


Please send opinions to: 
The Journal Register 
Letter to the Editor 

24 Water St., 

Palmer MA 01069, 

or by e-mail to: 
mharrison@turley.com 


The submission deadline 
for consideration is 
Monday at noon. 
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hope, patriotism and community 
on a constant loop - a welcome 
distraction from the news sites 
that were focused on showing me 
the same horrific, traumatizing 
clip of people jumping out of tow- 
ers to their death. It’s powerful to 
see the grief of a nation collective- 
ly soothed with sound. 


What has changed in your life? 


The 20 years between 12 
and 32 are vast, encompassing 
the totality of both major events 
and minutiae of adolescence and 
young adulthood. 9/11 happened 
on my first week of middle school 
and crashed me and my gener- 
ation into a life built on a very 
shaky existential foundation. We 
are acutely aware that nothing is 
promised to us. 

I’m a mother now, which 
changes everything. It means that 
when I see or feel a threat, danger, 
or injustice, I think not of myself 
but of what I can do to protect 
and care for my daughter. I strive 
to emulate the adults who were 
there for me when the world was 
crumbling 20 years ago. 


What hasn’t changed? What 
did you think would have happened 
that didn’t? 


People haven’t changed. The 
good, the bad, and the ugly of us 
all, whether it be neighbors and 
families, politicians and musi- 
cians — the human condition re- 
mains the same. There still exists 
division instead of unity, terror 
instead of peace, and lessons from 
the past often go unexamined. 
But there will always be people 
there to comfort, serve, and uplift 
the world at its darkest moments 
with defiant joy and resiliency. 

I still use music to help calm 
and inspire me when the outside 
world is breaking my heart. I also 
have so much admiration and re- 
spect for the educators and adults 
in the room who keep calm in 
the face of tragedy and unrest, 
and who are able to get down to 
a child’s level and reach through 
to them with empathy and under- 
standing when the world proves 
to be a scary place. 


Todd Smola, 


state rep., 
Ist Hampden District 


Where were you on 9/11? 


I was a member of the Board 
of Selectmen in Palmer at that 
time, and I was getting ready to 
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State Rep. Todd Smola speaking at Palmer’s 2021 Memorial Day program. 


head to the Town Hall. There was 
a special election in the commu- 
nity that day with several local 
ballot questions before the voters. 
I had the TV on at home and re- 
member hearing a news report 
of a plane crash into the World 
Trade Center. I didn’t think much 
of it at the time. I drove up the 
street to the Town Hall, and as I 
walked into the building, I could 
see a number of the staff in the 
office of the Selectmen looking 
up at the TV on the wall. By that 
time, they were showing a replay 
of the second plane hitting the 
second tower. I remember saying, 
“That’s no accident.” 


What do you remember most 
about it? 


The faces. I remember look- 
ing at the faces of people. Faces 
of reporters on TV, faces of po- 
lice officers and firefighters, fac- 
es of the people running away 
from danger, faces of the people 
in the room around me. We were 
all feeling the same things inside: 
confusion, shock, fear, sadness, 
anger. It was an emotional roller 
coaster. You didn’t need to say 
much to comprehend what people 
were experiencing. The expres- 
sions on the faces said it all. 


What has changed in your life 
since 9/11? 
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Since 9/11, I have gained a 
greater appreciation for our po- 
lice officers, firefighters, EMTs 
and emergency service workers. 
The outcome would have been far 
worse had they not been there, 
and we owe them a debt of grati- 
tude for the jobs they do. We tend 
to forget the importance of their 
role in our everyday lives and 
that they are there to help us in 
our time of need and to keep us 
safe from harm. On 9/11 they did 
what they do best. I thank God 
every day that they are there. An- 
gels on our shoulders. 


What hasn’t changed? 


Skepticisms about govern- 
ment and the country seems to 
have worked its way into the 
mainstream of daily life for many 
people. A positive thing that hap- 
pened after 9/11 was that the 
nation seemed to hit the pause 
button when it came to knocking 
the country and the government. 
There was more of a willingness 
to listen and talk in a construc- 
tive way. Disagreement never 
disappeared, but we rallied to- 
gether and became more patriot- 
ic and supportive of one another. 
We have drifted away from that 
and have become more polarized 
again. There is a way to disagree 
agreeably. I hold out hope that we 
can get there again. 


What did you think would have 
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happened that hasn’t? 


It was my hope that terrorist 
groups responsible for this kind of 
carnage would have been silenced 
forever, but I know that is wishful 
thinking. In one way or another, 
there will always be extremists 
who believe it is their duty to 
wreak havoc on those who have 
differing views. But I sleep well 
at night knowing that our nation 
is protected by the best military 
in the world and that our service 
members are the ones responsible 
for our liberty and our freedom. 


Anne 
Gobi, 


state 
Senator, 
Worcester, 
Hampden, 
Hamp- 
shire, and 
Middlesex District 


Where were you on 9/11? 


I was on my way to court 
in Worcester, I worked with vic- 
tims of domestic violence, and 
was walking through the former 
Worcester Galleria to get to the 
Court House and the TV’s were 
on. I saw the second plane hit 
the tower and was in disbelief on 
what was happening. I stayed 
glued to the TV. 


What do you remember most 
about it? 


Within a few hours I found 
out a friend of mine, Brian Swee- 
ney, was on United Airlines Flight 
175 and I had watched it hit the 
tower. I was with Brian at his par- 
ents in Spencer just days before 
and the image of him smiling that 
day is what I keep with me. 


What has changed in your life 
since 9/11? 


Since 9-11-01, I still take a 
second look when planes are fly- 
ing overhead and became more 
aware of terrorist groups inter- 
national and domestic. It was also 
disheartening to see the rants of 
conspiracy theorists who called 
9-11 a hoax. 


What hasn’t changed? 


What has not changed is my 
support for our military, we are 
fortunate to have dedicated peo- 
ple who put themselves in harms 
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Top Floor Learning, a privately funded 
non-profit corporation, has been helping 
others help themselves for 35 years with 
its Adult Basic Education programs. 
What makes Top Floor Learning 
unique is its 
personalized instruction. 
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way including the many who en- 
listed after the attack. 


What did you think would have 
happened that hasn’t? 


The country was very unit- 
ed after 9-11 and patriotism was 
widespread. I was running in 
my first election and the primary 
was the following Tuesday. Many 
people went 
to the polls 
that day, to 
show democ- 
racy reigns. 
I wished that 
people had 
longer memo- 
ries and real- 
ize that we are 
stronger when 
we are united 
rather than fo- 
cus on those things that may di- 
vide us. 


JR/LR 911 responses Jake Ol- 
iveira (headshot) 


Jake Oliveira, 
state rep. 7th 
Hampden District 


Where were you on 9/11? 


I was 15 years old and had 
just started my sophomore year 
of high school at Ludlow High 
School in September of 2001. At 
the time, LHS was going through 
extensive renovations and most 
classrooms did not have ac- 
cess to internet or to cable TV 
in the classrooms (before smart 
phones). I was sitting in Mr. Gon- 
calves’ Portuguese class when Mr. 
Martin, another language teach- 
er, came into the classroom and 
asked ‘Mr. G’ to turn on one of the 
few working TVs in the school. As 
soon as the TV was turned on, the 
first building of the World Trade 
Center began to cascade down. 

We realized very quickly that 
we were under attack. As soon 
as I left to go to my next class, I 
stopped by my Dad’s classroom 
just below to tell him what I had 
just saw and he didn’t believe me 
at first. I then went to my next pe- 
riod class with Mr. Fanning and 
conveyed the 
news, and he 
was also skepti- 
cal. Word soon 
began to travel 
fast around the 
building about 
the attacks and 
later on in the 
morning LHS 
Principal, Dr. 
Cokkinias, came 
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on the PA system to make an an- 
nouncement. 


What do you remember most 
about it? 


I remember taking a walk 
that evening with my Dad and re- 
membering how quiet everything 
was. Growing up near Westo- 
ver (AB) there always seemed to 
be a plane in the sky. That night 
was eerily quiet. I also was also 
already aware of the moment in 
history I had just experienced. 
Ironically, my Dad was the same 
age and near the same classroom 
that I was in when he learned of 
President Kennedy’s assassina- 
tion; and his mother, my grand- 
mother, was roughly the same age 
when the Pearl Harbor attack 
took place. 


What has changed in your life 
since 9/11? 


Personally, a lot has changed 
in 20 years. Moving from adoles- 
cence to slowly creeping into mid- 
dle age. The way I view the world 
shifted a bit. Prior to 9/11 the 
other attacks I remember vividly 
was the Oklahoma City bombing 
and Columbine, both domestic 
terrorist attacks. After 9/11 the 
focus shifted outside of the U.S., 
but it seems the pendulum has 
shifted more to threats from with- 
in our country. 


What hasn’t changed? 


New York City and Wash- 
ington, D.C. Yes, there is more 
security, but both are still vibrant 
centers of culture and commerce. 
The people of both cities, and 
Americans from across the coun- 
try, came together and rebuilt 
both the physical landscape and 
our individual confidence. 


What did you think would have 
happened that hasn’t? 


I thought our brief period of 
national unity would have lasted 
longer...I know memories fade, 
but I was hopeful that our trust in 
each other would have had more 
of a unifying impact on our soci- 
ety. 
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Second Chance garners top 
ratings among nonprofits 


Staff make a difference 
with medical care 


EAST BROOKFIELD —- 
Second Chance Animal Ser- 
vices’ work is drawing national 
recognition. The nonprofit re- 
cently received a Platinum rat- 
ing from Guidestar, the highest 
rating offered by the world’s 
largest source of nonprofit in- 
formation. 

Second Chance was also 
named a 2021 Top-Rated Non- 
profit by GreatNonprofits, the 
leading website for community 
recommendations of charities 
and nonprofits. Second Chance 
CEO Shery] Blancato said she’s 
honored by the recognition for 
the nonprofit she founded 22 
years ago, but she gives much 
of the credit to the staff and vol- 
unteers who work tirelessly in 
the name of pets. 

Day after day, a simi- 
lar scene plays out. Second 
Chance veterinarians and vet 
techs go about their day, seeing pets for 
checkups and sick visits, or performing 
scheduled surgeries while reception 
staff greet pets and pet owners and 
schedule future appointments. They 
may have plans after work, even if it’s 
just to put their feet up and relax. When 
a phone call comes in of a very sick pet, 
all those plans change. 

It was already mid-afternoon re- 
cently when Second Chance received 
a call about a dog that couldn’t uri- 
nate due to a blockage of stones. An 
emergency facility had temporarily 
unblocked him, but this was just a tem- 
porary fix. Without immediate surgery 
the dog would suffer in pain, be unable 
to urinate and die. Emergency hospitals 
are stretched to the limit, just like the 
owner’s budget. Second Chance was 
this dog’s only chance. 

Suddenly those afterwork plans 
changed. Schedules were quickly shift- 
ed. A vet and two surgery techs agreed 
to extend their already long day to per- 
form the surgery after their regular day 
ended. 

The dog arrived late afternoon and 
was prepped for surgery. The surgery 
began and it didn’t take long to see that 
the dog was a lot sicker than original- 
ly thought. There weren’t just a few 
stones...there were hundreds of tiny 
stones. The expected one to two-hour 
surgery continued for nearly five hours. 
Exhausted, the team plugged along. 
The vet carefully removed the stones 
while the surgery techs monitored the 
dog’s vital signs. 

The hospital director had left for 
the day just as the surgery began, ex- 
pecting the staff to be there just a cou- 
ple of hours. When the surgery contin- 
ued into the night, she left her family to 
provide support. She picked up snacks 
and Chinese food on the way back to 
the hospital. It was now after 9 p.m.. 


Courtesy photo 
Dr. Jackie Celmer visits with a pet who under- 
went an almost 5 hour surgery last month at 
Second Chance’s North Brookfield Community 
Veterinary Hospital 


and the surgery had to continue, there 
was no stopping. They had to be sure 
that no stone was left behind, risking 
another blockage. 

The surgery finally ended a little 
after 10 p.m. Now it was time to mon- 
itor the dog’s recovery. The staff could 
finally sit down and have something to 
eat. The dog recovered well, the family 
was ecstatic and the weary team head- 
ed home just before midnight. 

“This is not an isolated story. It 
happens more often than you think. 
This dog is alive today and with his 
family because three staff members 
gave up their time and their plans to 
save a life,’ said Second Chance CEO 
Sheryl Blancato. “I am in awe of the 
work our staff does at our hospitals and 
adoption center every day, going above 
and beyond when necessary to help a 
pet in need if possible.” 

Last month, Second Chance an- 
nounced plans to adjust their surgery 
schedule at their largest vet hospital 
in North Brookfield in response to the 
current emergency veterinary care cri- 
sis affecting pets in Massachusetts and 
across the country. The facility reduced 
their spay and neuter surgery capacity, 
allowing them to provide critical care 
and surgeries for an average of 25 pets 
every week. Low-cost spay and neuter 
services are still available at Second 
Chance vet hospitals in Springfield and 
Worcester. 

The organization operates an adop- 
tion center in East Brookfield and com- 
munity veterinary hospitals in North 
Brookfield, Springfield and Worcester. 
Second Chance helps over 40,000 pets 
a year through adoption, spay/neuter, 
veterinary care, community outreach, 
educational outreach programs, train- 
ing, and a pet food pantry. For more in- 
formation, visit Second Chance’s web- 
site at www.secondchanceanimals.org. 
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MONSON - Mon- 
son Savings Bank is 
pleased to announce 
the recent promotion 
of Kylie E. LaPlante to 
assistant vice president, 
business development 
officer. LaPlante is 
based out of the bank’s 
Loan & Operations 
Center at 75 Post Office 
Park in Wilbraham, and 
travels to provide convenience to 
customers looking for cash man- 
agement solutions as well as oth- 
er business banking needs. 

“Kylie established her ca- 
reer in banking at Monson Say- 
ings Bank 10 years ago and we 
are incredibly proud to see her 
flourish here,” said Dan Moriar- 
ty, president and CEO of Monson 
Savings Bank. “Kylie is a very 
diligent and knowledgeable team 


Kylie E. LaPlante 
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member. She is always 
willing to lend a help- 
ing hand to her fellow 
employees, while also 
being extremely com- 
mitted to her custom- 
ers’ satisfaction. Kylie 
is sure to succeed in her 
future endeavors and 
we are all looking for- 
ward to seeing what the 
future holds for her.” 

Kylie E. LaPlante resides in 
Ludlow. In her new role LaPlante 
is responsible for assisting current 
and future Monson Savings Bank 
business customers with their 
banking needs. LaPlante is aware 
of the unique needs of business 
owners and recognizes that they 
have a demanding schedule. Her 
overall goal is to assist in making 
business banking more manage- 
able for her customers. 


LaPlante started her career 
in the banking industry with 
Monson Savings Bank a decade 
ago. She began as a custom- 
er service associate, where she 
quickly proved her dedication to 
the bank’s customers and to the 
success of her entire team. Her 
hard work led her to achieve pro- 
motions within the retail banking 
department, earning the titles of 
CSA supervisor, assistant branch 
manager, and then branch man- 
ager before joining the business 
development team in 2018 as a 
business relationship manager. In 
2019, LaPlante was promoted to 
business development officer. 

In addition to her day to 
day work, she has been involved 
with the bank’s United Way cam- 
paigns, LEAN committee, Cus- 
tomer Service Training Project, 
and eSign Project. She also is an 
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active member of the East of the 
River Chamber of Commerce. 

Furthermore, LaPlante holds 
a bachelor’s degree in manage- 
ment from Assumption College 
and is a graduate of the New En- 
gland School for Financial Stud- 
ies. 

“I began my banking career 
with Monson Savings Bank over 
10 years ago and have worked 
hard to develop my _ banking 
knowledge. I feel so honored 
to have been promoted,’ said 
LaPlante. “I enjoy working with 
all of our business customers and 
our Monson Savings Bank team. 
I look forward to continuing to 
expand my knowledge in not only 
my role, but in various roles of the 
Bank, to allow me to best assist 
current and future customers.” 


APPALACHIAN TRAIL —- 
Making a decade-long dream into 
a reality, Belchertown resident 
Christopher Whalen is hiking the 
Appalachian Trail from Georgia to 
Katahdin, Maine. 

As of last week, Whalen was 
at about the half-way point in 
Harper’s Ferry, West Virginia. 

Starting with a friend from 
high school, Whalen met people 
who became his “tramily” for the 
first few weeks. 

“Currently ’'m hiking with 
JR Littleton aka “Bad Wolf’ and 
Bill Gargone aka ‘Monster’ who 
are both Army veterans. JR and 
I started on the same day and are 
the same age,” Whalen said. “He’s 
raising awareness for veteran sui- 
cide in honor of his brother, Joe, 
who was a veteran as well and un- 
fortunately took his own life last 
September.” 

Littleton is carrying Joe’s ash- 
es with him and spreading them 
along the trail in every state along 
the trail. Gargone is carrying a 
placard on his pack of all the he- 
roes with whom he served. 

“T had hoped to summit Ka- 
tahdin in Maine on my 37th birth- 
day on Aug. 23, but it would mean 
more to summit with JR as we 
complete this mission to say good- 
bye to Joe,” said Whalen. 

He said the “wheels were 
set in motion for this adventure” 
10 years ago when his family 
took a vacation to Thailand to 
see his mother’s college friend, 
Suphachai, and his wife, Timm. 

While on the flight, Whalen 
read “A Walk in the Woods” by 
Bill Bryson. 

“IT became enchanted by the 
story, the writing, and the Appala- 
chian Trail. I couldn’t put it down 
and breezed through two thirds of 
the book before I realized I had left 
it on a plane when we traveled to 
Phuket,” he said. “I immediately 
ordered one and had it delivered 
before I even returned home. I 
promised myself that I would one 
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day hike the AT.” 

In January of 2021, Whalen 
resigned from a position as a be- 
havioral interventionist and shortly 
thereafter realized “timing is ev- 
erything.” 

Preparation for the trip 

“On January 26 I picked an 
AT book out of my library and 
breezed through it that day. I real- 
ized the trail was calling,” he said. 

Whalen reached out to a 
friend, Josiah Gummeson, who 
hiked the trial in 2016. 

“T was excited to pick his 
brain and he happily answered 
all the questions I had,” he said. 
“He’s since become my personal 
AT mentor and really gave me the 
heads up on what to expect.” 

Shortly after, Whalen took 
an Osprey hiking pack he bought 
from Goodwill for $4.99, loaded it 
up with 40 pounds, and hiked up 
the steep side of Mt. Tom. 

He began to train to get his 
“trail legs.” 

“To get into hiking shape you 
need to do just that — hike. It takes 
time for your body to adjust to not 
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campaigning at Trail Days. 


only climbing mountains but do- 
ing so with anywhere from 20 to 
50 pounds on your back depending 
on your gear and food supply,” he 
said. 

Working over a few months, 
Whalen strengthened his core, 
knees, hips and back. 

“T turned to the gym teacher 
at my school and WWE Hall of 
Famer Tom Matera for advice,” 
he said. “He turned me on to DDP 
Yoga, and it was perfect for days I 
didn’t get on the mountains.” 

Accompanying the physical 
aspects of hiking the Appalachian 
Trail, Whalen also learned about 
living out of a backpack. 

“Tve gone on plenty of day 
hikes, including the White Moun- 
tains, but I had never lived out of 
a backpack for an extended period 
of time or dug a cat hole to poop 
in,” he said. 

To learn, Whalen took a deep 
dive into researching what it would 
take to hike the trail. 

“IT became a student of the 
AT and the beautiful mountains 
of western Mass became my 
classroom. I read 
multiple AT books, 
scoured the internet, 
bugged Josiah, and 
watched countless 
videos on YouTube 
with the best being 
the documentary 
“Walking Home,” 
he said. “I’ve nev- 
er put the amount 
of preparation and 
energy into some- 
thing like I have for 
this adventure, and 
in many ways, you 
have to. So far it has 
repaid me_ tenfold 
on all fronts.” 

All about the 
backpack 
“Picking out 

gear was one of the 
best parts of the 
preparation,” Wha- 
len said. 

This involves 
researching and 
speaking with previ- 
ous through-hikers 
and REI employees. 

“T’m incredibly 
thrifty, but there is a 
difference between 
being thrifty and 
being cheap,” he 
said. “I was able to 
get most of my gear 
either on sale or 
at a fraction of the 
cost, only paying 
full price for a few 
items.” 

Whalen has 
an Osprey Kestrel 
58 pack, Durston 
X-Mid 1P ultralight 
tent, Fizan trekking 
poles, Jetboil Flash 


Belchertown resident takes trip of a lifetime 


stove, Merrell Nova 2 shoes, LL 
Bean down puffy, Patagonia Tor- 
rentshell 3L rain coat, Nemo Dis- 
co 15 sleeping bag, Thermarest 
sleep pad, Slumberjack pillow, 
hiking and camp clothes, USA 
flag Crocs, Garmin Instinct Tacti- 
cal watch, Sawyer Squeeze water 
filter, Camelbak reservoir, Wise 
Owl dry bags, hygiene supplies, 
first-aid kit, lots of tape, two books 
he acquired on the trail, a knife, 
charging equipment and a GoPro 
Hero 9. 

“My pack usually weighs any- 
where between 30 to 43 pounds de- 
pending on food weight, which is 
really the only weight that chang- 
es,” he said. “So many people talk 
about pack weight, but I think of 
my grandfather Henry Whalen — 
a First Sergeant in the U.S. Army 
during World War II, Vietnam, and 
Korea — carrying 60 pounds on his 
back to go fight wars; I can walk 
in the woods decently comfortably 
with less weight on my back.” 

Typical meals on trail include 
Ramen noodles, instant mashed 
potatoes, tuna packets, peanut but- 
ter, tortillas, Goldfish, Combos, 
energy bars, beef jerky, snacks and 
electrolyte packets to flavor water. 

“A big one for more calories is 
a “Ramen bomb” where you com- 
bine a Ramen pack with the instant 
mashed potatoes,” Whalen said. “I 
like to throw in bacon bits or beef 
jerky to get some protein in there.” 

He added that most people 
end up losing weight due to the 
fact “you’re usually burning any- 
where between 2,500 to 5,000 cal- 
ories per day.” 

“The last I checked, I had 
lost 14 pounds since my physical 
in January and JR has lost 40,” he 
said. “We call it the ‘AT diet,’ but 
we’re not really sure how healthy it 
is, and results may vary.” 

The first leg 

The northbound hiker trail 
starts in Amicalola Falls state park 
in Georgia. There are 604 wooden 
steps that go to the top of Georgia’s 
tallest waterfall. 

“Tt’s called the Approach Trail 
because it takes you 8.8 miles to 
the southern terminus of the AT 
on top of Springer Mountain,” 
Whalen said. “There are also the 
famous arches that hikers walk 
through before they make the as- 
cent and start their treks. The Ap- 
proach Trail doesn’t count towards 
the 2,193 miles that cover the AT, 
but it is a challenging preparation 
hike to get you accustomed for 
what’s to come.” 

At the start of his trip, Wha- 
len travelled with a group dubbed 
the “Trouble Troupe” due to their 
“merry” nature. Whalen said the 
members separated but can bump 
into people again over the course 
of days, weeks or months. 

He said the community 
formed on the trail is supportive, 
with groups and people in the 
towns along the trail that have food 
and drinks available for the hikers. 

“Tt’s a microcosm of a small 
town where everyone knows your 
name (or trail name) and everyone 
has the same goal; to get to Katah- 
din,” he said. 

Whalen said there is often 
“trail magic — small things with 
great love that matter so much.” 

“The people and church 
groups of Damascus were so wel- 
coming and really love to support 
hikers,” he said. “They provided 
showers (something I apparent- 
ly took for granted), meals, and 
activities for us. There were also 
vendors there having contests, 
giving things away, and repairing 
gear. There was even a hiker pa- 
rade through town and both nights 
culminated with a huge fire pit and 
drum circle that JR and I helped 
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SPORTS 


SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS 


Chance Lee tries 
to run through a 


Sebastian Nova 
runs toward a 
sideline. 


Photos by David Henry 
www.sweetdogphotos.com 


PALMER - In a 
preparation for their reg- 
ular season opener, Palm- 
er football took the field 
last Friday afternoon 
and scrimmaged Quabo- 
ag Regional. The teams 
have played independent 
games in the regular sea- 
son in the past, but are 
not scheduled to meet 
this year. Palmer opens 
up its season Friday night 


Jack Letendre fakes a handoff. 


a 


at Pathfinder. 


Trey Yesu winds back 


nd attempts a pass. 


SPORTS 


PVIAC 
seeking new 
tournament 
directors 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION — With the advent of 
the new school year, high school 
sports are mostly back as we know 
them, but in between the end of the 
2019-2020 school year, there have 
been some major changes to how 
Western Mass. teams play their reg- 
ular season and playoffs. 

The Pioneer Valley Interscho- 
lastic Athletic Association has been 
running sports in the region for 
many years, taking into account the 
vast diversity of the Western Mass. 
region and the Berkshires. The 
PVIAC manages the leagues teams 
compete in, and with the MIAA go- 
ing to a statewide tournament and 
eliminating sectional tournaments, 
the PVIAC will now host a section- 
al tournament to keep the tradition 
alive. 

The change to a statewide tour- 
nament was not as popular in the 
western part of the state, as most 
schools enjoyed the tradition of 
the Western Mass. tournament, es- 
pecially in sports like soccer, field 
hockey, baseball, softball, and bas- 


PVIAC I page 8 


Festa 
game 
marks 
end of 
summer 


LUDLOW -— Last 
Sunday afternoon, a 
group of players repre- 
senting the Western Mass. 
Pioneers, played in the 
annual Festa game. The 
exhibition was played 
against Providence FC. 
The game was the final 
soccer outing for the Pio- 
neers for 2021. The con- 
ference champions will 
be back in 2022. 


Photos by David Henry 
www.sweetdogphotos.com 
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Kahid Rose winds up to clear the ball 
away. 


Joseph Baucie keeps the ball away 


from the sideline. 


Ethan eins tries to settle the ball with 
a defender coming on. 
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Noel Bunsie receives a pass from the 
left. 
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Final preparation 
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Coaches discuss a play 
with the Pathfinder 
football team this week at 
practice. 


PALMER — The 
Pathfinder _—_ Regional 
High School football 
team, after a tough 
spring that saw just 12 
players come out, has 
a bigger roster and is 


Sam 
Louzier 


looks to set to return to play 
return this week. Pathfinder, 
a kick which remains in the 
during Tri-County League this 
practice. year, will face cross- 


town rival Palmer High 
School in its season 
opener Friday night at 7 
p.m. at St. Joe’s Field in 
Palmer. 
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Brehio, Renaud win first of season 
at Monadnock 


WINCHESTER, N.H. - 
Modified ace Todd Patnode inched 
closer to copping the 2021 cham- 
pionship Saturday at Monad- 
nock Speedway. And, while the 
Swanzey star was busy winning 
his fifth victory lap of the summer, 
both Austin Brehio and Hillary 
Renaud earned their first, Bre- 
hio to stay atop the Late Model 
Sportsman points chase. 

Rocket man Rob Richardi 
gobbled up the field to win the 
Paul Roach Memorial Race in the 
visiting Pro-4 Modified 35-lapper 
Saturday, while both Nick Houle 
and Teagan Edson added to their 
growing victory list at the high- 
banked speedplant. 

With only two events remain- 
ing in the speedway’s successful 
2021 racing season, Patnode will 
take a 36-point advantage over 
Matt Kimball into next week’s 
NHSTRA Modified feature. His 
victory Saturday, was well earned. 

Tyler Leary, bidding for his 
third win of the summer, led the 
first 21 laps of the Modified fea- 
ture but Patnode, charging from 
row three, then rocketed through 
the low groove to take charge and 
never look back. Kimball got up 
for second on lap 26, then taking 
the checkers second, three lengths 
behind Patnode, with Leary riding 
in his shadow. 

Modified star Ben Byrne was 
in the house but not on the track 
Saturday, missing the 35-lap fea- 
ture when the hydraulic system 
on his hauler refused to function, 
holding his potent ride captive in 
the pits. 

Brehio, rock-solid but winless 
entering Saturday’s LMS feature, 
held the top spot the last 11 go- 


rounds of the 25-lap feature to end 
the night in victory lane, 22 points 
atop the points parade. 

The charging Littlewood 
brothers, Justin and Cole, finished 
second and third, followed by 
Glen Brehio and qualifying race 
victor John Meany. 

Chris Davis, the man atop the 
Pure Stock 2021 leader board, had 
victory in sight with little more 
than a lap remaining in Saturday’s 
25-lapper but was then picked off 
by an errant lapped car splashing 
around in turn two, only to see dy- 
namo Nick Houle dash past him 
and then take the checkers for his 
sixth victory of the season. 

Davis finished at Houle’s 
heels to claim the runner-up hard- 
ware and maintain his points lead 
with only two 2021 races remain- 
ing. Teen blaster JD Stockwell 
was a close third, finishing just 
ahead of Cory Lofland and recent 
Young Guns grad Jake Bosse. 


Submitted photos 
Hillary Renaud got her first win of the season last weekend. 


Renaud, from row two, took 
charge on lap two of the Street 
Stock feature and never looked 
back. Chris Buffone passed Tim- 
Wenzel for second on the 15th 
go-round but had to settle for the 
runner-up hardware inches behind 
Renaud. 

With Renaud scoring her first 
win of the summer — she was a 
two-time winner a season ago — 
Buffone, Tim Wenzel and Nate 
Wenzel finished close behind, 
with Buffone and Nate Wenzel 
finishing the night tied atop the 
points parade. 

Pro-4 star Rob Richardi got 
to the front on lap four of the Paul 
Roach Memorial and dominat- 
ed the rest of the way to take the 
checkers ahead of longtime Mo- 
nadnock strongman Rob Goode- 
nough. Green Mountain Boy Ryan 
McPartland was third, while Jack 
Dumas wheeled the first Lites se- 
ries ride under the checkers. 


Teagan Edson won the cau- 
tion-free Young Guns 15-lapper, 
her third victory of the summer. 
Dominick Stafford, victorious a 
week earlier, was second, and ten- 
year-old Jeff Moffat came home 
third in his first race on the high 
banks. 

Monadnock Speedway _ re- 
turns to action next Saturday, Sep- 
tember 11, with Gomarlo’s Fan 
Appreciation Day, featuring an af- 
ternoon, on-track meet-and-greet 
followed a full card of racing. 


MONADNOCK SPEED- 
WAY SEPTEMBER 4 TOP TENS 

NHSTRA MODIFIED; 
Todd Patnode, Matt Kimball, Ty- 
ler Leary, Aaron Fellows, Brian 
Chapin, J.T. Cloutier, Solomon 
Brow, Kimmy Rivet, Craig Smith, 
Eric LeClair. 


LATE MODEL SPORTS- 
MAN: Austin Brehio, Justin Lit- 
tlewood, Cole Littlewood, Glen 
Brehio, John Meany, Craig Smith, 
Caleb Cashman, Dan Comeau, 
Mark Hudson, Cam Curtis. 


STREET STOCK: Hillary 
Renaud, Chris Buffone, Tim Wen- 
zel, Nate Wenzel, Eddie Brehio 
III, Jason Kozacka, Keith Johnson, 
Leighton Lutz, Nate Nunez, Bob 
Betourney. 


PURE STOCK: Nick Houle, 
Chris Davis, JD Stockwell, Cory 
Lofland, Jake Bosse, Jason LeR- 
ay, Matt Croteau, Doug Cameron, 
Ryan Lawliss, Chris Higbee. 


YOUNG GUNS: Teagan Ed- 
son, Dominick Stafford, Jeff Mof- 
fat, Aaliyah Tacy, Zach Zilinsky. 
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Athlete of the WOcek 


Sebastian Nova 


Palmer 


ova was one of the many hopefuls 
N= on the field last week against 
Quaboag vying for a varsity spot 

for Palmer football this season. 
To nominate someone for Athlete of 

the Week, contact Managing Sports Editor 
Gregory A. Scibelli at 413-283-8393 ext. 
258 or send an e-mail to gscibelli@turley. 


com. 


Moutron 


Insurance Agency Inc About Your 


HOME — AUTO — BUSINESS — LIFE 


143 West Street 
Ware, MA 01082 


Our Family 


Cares 


Family 
CONGRATULATIONS 


ATHLETE! 


Very Competitive Rates ¢ Experienced Professional Staff 
99% Claim Satisfaction Rate ¢ On-site Registry Processing 


45 North Main Street 
Belchertown, MA 01007 


www.moultoninsurance.com 


More companies, 
more choices, 
BETTER RATES! 


413-967-3327 ARBELLA 
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Palmer 2021 fall varsity schedule Monson 2021 fall varsity schedule 
Football Field Hockey Boys Soccer | Golf 
Friday, Sept.10 Away — Pathfinder 7p.m. Tuesday, Sept.7 Home — Belchertown 4 p.m. Lean one era ; oa Lee SG fe ae : i 
Friday, Sept.17 Home — Frontier 7p.m. Thursday, Sept.9 Home — Central 4 p.m. Tues Sept 1 4 Away Mon. Mountain 4 p.m. Monday, Sept 13 Away Ware 3 p.m. 
Thurs., Sept.23 Home Commerce 7p.m. Monday, Sept.13 Away — Hoosac 4:30 p.m. Wed. Sept. 15 Home Holyoke 4 p.m. Wed., Sept. 15 Home — Hampshire 3 pm. 
Saturday, Oct. 2 Away = Ware Tp.m.  Wed., Sept.15 = Away = Mahar 4PM. | Friday, Sept.17 Home Hampshire 4p.m. Friday,Sept.17 Home Northampton 3 p.m. 
Friday, Oct. 8 Home _ Greenfield 7p.m. Friday, Sept.17 Away Mt. Greylock 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 21 Away Chicopee Comp. 7pm. Monday, Sept.20 Home — Palmer 3 p.m. 
tia os Me ae hae atech ! i a a eae : a Thursday, Sept. 23 Away — Central 6 p.m. Thurs.,Sept.23 Away Amherst 4 p.m. 
Friday Oct. 99 ita Mahar 7 : ia Mo nday, ot 97 prise Sabis Fi : ta. Monday, Sept.27 Away Northampton 4:30 p.m. Friday, Sept.24 Away Quaboag 3:30 p.m. 
Nov 5/6 TBD Week 9 - TBD TBD Mon day, Oct 4 Home: .Amhetst 7 pm. Wed., Sept. 29 Away — Southwick 4p.m. Monday, Sept.27 Away — Frontier 3 p.m. 
Nov. 12/13 TBD Week 10 - TBD TBD Tuesday Oct.5 Home Hoosac 6 p.m. Friday, Oct. 1 Away Holyoke 4p.m. Tuesday, Sept.28 Home Ware 3 p.m. 
Thue Nov.25 Home Ludlow ian Thursday Oct 7 Home. Mahar 4 0. fa, Tuesday, Oct.5 Home Chicopee 4p.m. Friday, Oct. 1 Away Easthampton 3 p.m. 
oe — Monday Oct 44 Home — Holyoke 4 pm. Thursday, Oct.7 Home Chicopee Comp. 4p.m. Monday, Oct.4 Away Hampshire 3 p.m. 
Friday Oct 15 Home Mt. Greylock 5 pm. Wed. Oct. 13 Away — Hampshire 6p.m. Wed., Oct.6 Home Chicopee 3 p.m. 
Boys Soccer (co-op with Pathfinder) Mon day Oct 48° - Home Frontier 7 pm. Friday, Oct. 15 Home Central 4 p.m. Thursday, Oct.7 Home Quaboag 3 p.m. 
Tuesday, Sept.7 Home — Smith Voke 4p.m. Tuesday, Oct.19 Away Ware 7 p.m. Monday, Oct.18 Away Quaboag 6p.m. Friday, Oct. 8 Away Belchertown 3 p.m. 
Wed., Sept. 8 Home Ware 4p... Thurs de Oct >1 Awa Aranerst 7 pm. Friday, Oct. 22 Away — Chicopee 3p.m. Tuesday, Oct.12 Away Chicopee Comp. 3 p.m. 
Thursday, Sept.9 Away | Mohawk 3:30 P.M. Tyesda rae y on | luesday, Oct.26 TBD TBD TBD Wed., Oct. 13 Home South Hadley 3 p.m. 
y, Oct.26 TBD TBD TBD 
Wed., Sept. 15 Away Hampden Charter 4p.m. Wed., Oct. 27 TBD TBD TBD Wed., Oct. 27 TBD TBD TBD 
Friday, Sept.17 Home — Franklin Tech 4 p.m. Boys Cross Country 
ee a a Sane : OT Golf Girls Soccer Tuesday, Sept.7 Away  WestfieldTech 3:45 p.m. 
4 ; a (eee Tuesday, Sept.7 Home Hoosac 4p.m. Tuesday, Sept.14 Away Hampshire 4 p.m. 
age a ne Ha Voke ; eh Ubaiheacmieng a eal : gi Monday, Sept.13 Home Southwick 4p.m. Tuesday, Sept.21 Home — Pope Francis 3:45 p.m. 
Friday are as Mahawik 3:30 ia siursdey Sept 9 aD Ware 3 ‘ ie Wed., Sept. 15 Home = Granby 4p.m. Tuesday, Sept.28 Away Palmer 4 p.m. 
Ta. | ‘ eine : ; : "| Friday, Sept.17 Away Chicopee 4p.m. Tuesday,Oct.5 Home — St. Mary’s 3:45 p.m. 
Wed., Oct. 6 Home — Hampden Charter 4p.m. Monday, Sept.13 Home Hampshire 3 p.m. Tuesday, Sept.21 Home Lenox 5 p.m. ‘Tuesday, Oct.12 Away Granby 4pm 
Friday, Oct. 8 Away — Franklin Tech 4p.m. Thursday, Sept.16 Home Amherst 3 p.m. Thurs Sept 53 Away Mon. Mountain 4 p.m. Tuesday, Oct 19 Away — Pioneer 4 p.m. 
Wed. Oct. 13 Home Duggan 4p.m. Monday, Sept.20 Away Monson 3 p.m. Monday Sept 97 Away Northampton 7 p.m. ates ie 
Mon., Oct. 18 Away PVC 4p.m. Tuesday, Sept.21 Away — St. Mary’s 3:30 p.m. Wed Sept 99 Home Ware 4 p.m. 2 
Tuesday, Oct.29 Home PVC 4p.m. Wed.,Sept.22 Home Frontier 3 p.m. Friday, Oct. 1 Away “Easthanigtol prin: Girls Cross Country 
Tuesday, Oct.26 TBD TBD TBD Thursday, Sept. 23 Away South Hadley 3 p.m. Tuesday Oct 5 Away Southwick 4 p.m. Tuesday, Sept.7 Away Westfield Tech 3:45 p.m. 
Wed., Oct. 27 TBD TBD TBD Monday, Sept.27 Home Ware 3 p.m. Thursday Oct 7 Away — Granby 4 p.m. Tuesday, Sept.14 Away Hampshire 4 p.m. 
Tuesday, Sept. 28 Away — Hampshire 3 p.m. Tuesday Oct.12 Home Chicopee 4 p.m. Tuesday, Sept.21 Home Pope Francis 3:45 p.m. 
Girls Soccer Friday, Oct. 1 Home — Belchertown 3 p.m. Wed. Oct. 13 Away Lenox 4p.m. Tuesday, Sept.28 Away Palmer 4 p.m. 
Monday, Oct.4 = Away — Southwick 3P.M. | cage Tuesday, Oct.5 Home — St. Mary’s 3:45 p.m. 
Tuesday, Sept.7 Away Holyoke 4D... Tyesdav Oct.5 Awa Chicanes 30m Friday, Oct. 15 Home Mon. Mountain 4 p.m. 
Thursday, Seot.9 Away Pioneer 40m. bei y op P.M. | Tuesday, Oct.19 Home Northampton 4p.m, Tuesday, Oct.12 Away — Granby 4 p.m. 
y, 9ep y p Thursday, Oct.7 Home Chicopee Comp. 3P.M. | Wed. Oct 20 4 Qual 4 Tuesday, Oct.19 Away — Pioneer 4 p.m. 
Monday, Sept. 13 Away Amherst 4:30 p.m. Friday, Oct. 8 Away Ludlow 3 p.m. Ti e 4 a +26 ac aan oag AED 
Thursday, Sept. 16 Home —_ Belchertown 4p.M.  Tyesday, Oct. 12 Away — Northampton 340 pin | 
Friday, Sept.17 Away — Hampshire 4p.m. Friday, Oct.15 Home Southwick 3 p.m. Media! “i ay 
Tuesday, Sept.21 Home — Franklin Tech 4 p.m. 
Thursday, Sept. 23 Home Athol 4 p.m. 
Wed.,Sept.29 Home  Quaboag 4 p.m. Boys Cross Country 
Monday, Oct. 4 Home — Holyoke 4p.m. Tuesday, Sept.7 Home Hampshire 4 p.m. ° 
Wednesday, Oct.6 Away Pioneer 4p.m. Tuesday, Sept.14 Away Pope Francis 3:45 p.m. Pathfinder 2021 fall varsity schedule 
Friday, Oct. 8 Home Amherst 4:30 p.m. Tuesday, Sept.28 Home Monson 4 p.m. 
Tuesday, Oct.12 Away — Belchertown 4p.m. Tuesday,Oct.5 Away Southwick 4p.m. | Football irl r 
Thursday, Oct. 14 Home Hampshire 4p.m. Tuesday, Oct.12 Away Greenfield 3:45 p.m. Sone oe 10 Home Palmer 7 p.m. a ha . Home Smith Academy 4p.m. 
Monday, Oct.18 Away — Franklin Tech 4p.m. Tuesday, Oct.19 Away Mohawk 3:45 p.m. Friday, Sept.17 Home Athol 7 p.m. Monday, Sept. 13 Away Smith Voke 4p.m. 
Wed., Oct. 20 Away Athol 6pm. Friday, Sept.24 Home Ware 7p.m. Tuesday, Sept.14 Away — Franklin Tech 4 p.m. 
Thursday, Oct.21 Away — South Hadley 6:15 p.m. Girls Cross Country Friday, Oct. 1 Home Smith Voke 7p.m. Thursday, Sept.16 Home St. Mary’s 4p.m. 
Monday, Oct.25 TBD TBD TBD Tuesday; Seok 7 Home Matipehiré 4 p.m. Saturday, Oct.9 Away McCann Tech 1p.m. Monday, Sept.20 Home Hampden Charter 4 p.m. 
Tuesday, Sept. 14 Away Pope Francis 3:45 p.m. | Friday, Oct.15 = Home — Drury 7p.m. Tuesday, Sept.21 Away — Pope Francis 4 p.m. 
Tuesday, Sept. 28 Home Monson 4p.m. Friday, Oct. 22 Home Mon.Mountain 7p.m. Thursday, Sept.23 Home Duggan 4 p.m. 
Tuesday, Oct.5 Away Southwick 4p.m, | Nov. 5/6 TBD Week 9 - TBD TBD Tuesday, Sept.28 Away — Greenfield 4 p.m. 
Tuesday, Oct.12 Away Greenfield 3:45 p.m. Nov. 12/13 TBD Week 10 - TBD TBD Thursday, Sept.30 Home Athol 4 p.m. 
Tuesday, Oct.19 Away Mohawk 3:45 p.m. | Thursday, Nov.25 Away — Belchertown 9am. Saturday, Oct.2 Away Athol 3 p.m. 
Monday, Oct.4 Away SmithAcademy 4 p.m. 
Boys Soccer (co-op with Pathfinder) oe ee eee a 
PVIAC 1 from page 7 Tuesday, Sept.7 H Smith Vok 4 ila ae ea el ee 
y, sept. ome = smith Voke p-M. Thursday, Oct.14. Away Duggan 4 p.m. 
ketball. communicate with athletic direc- tournaments, allowing the state ae deey £9 ren aa a = Monday, Oct.18 Home — Greenfield 4 p.m. 
To keep that tradition going, a __ tors, arrange neutral sites for semi- tournaments to begin on time in Wed Raa 1 : Pe Hampden (nanar : 4 te Tuesday, Oct.26 TBD TBD TBD 
Western Mass. tournament will be final and championship games, early November. Frida a it 17 ae Scan Tech 4 Le Wednesday, Oct. 27 TBD TBD TBD 
held in most sports, and the Exec- work with assignors for officials, In order to do that, seasons ne is £20 Awa pridean 4 ee 
utive Secretary of the PVIAC, Lou and facilitate the actual seedings with 18 games, like in field hockey Wed - t ts fie St oe ig 4 ca Golf 
Conte, is seeking tournament di- for accuracy. It is also the direc- and soccer, will be reduced to 16 Monda oe 127 Awa Smith ie 4 Le Tiesda mu 2r “Home: “Metanntech Snqi 
rectors for the fall tournaments the __tor’s responsibility to work with games. Teams not qualifying for Wed nat oe Aa Ware 4 sg os r os es : > Awa Mohawk 3 aa 
PVIAC will sponsor. the media, and staff the tournament tournament, will have the ability to Fri day Sipe ta Mohawk 3:30 se T ul d - : 7 4 ks Sabi 3 
Tournament directors are now _ sites with ticket personnel, securi- add games to their schedule during Wed ae 6 Hone. -danpdenicharer ; 4 a ne ae Bi 14 Lie aa 3 
being sought for boys soccer, girls ty, athletic trainers, and other site _ the final week in order to play a to- Fri da Oct 8 ua aaa Tech 4 ie Mon ae Se ina 90 Home. Wostfield Tech 3 a 
soccer, field hockey, and girls vol- _ workers. tal of 18 games for the season. Be- Wed ne 1 3 Sane priecal 4 es Thurs i i it 99 Home. Mohawk 3 ae 
leyball. The tournaments themselves cause field hockey does not have as Moria Oct 1@> “Awa mie 4 oe Monda : 97 haa Sabis 3 aa 
The PVIAC website, PVIAC. will not look too much different many teams regularly qualifying Ties a Oct 99 ee PVC 4 be Mond Y; 0 a A y St. Mary’ 3:30 nes 
net, has a job description for the from previous tournaments, but in for tournament, the season will be a d y; 0 t 56 TBD TBD TBO he iat ne L6 rae Ce He : 3 Peis 
tournament director positions. order to hold the tournaments, the 17 games for most teams. ‘i 2 te c 0 1.27 TBD TBD TBD ae ieene ys Ue Sonmay ete pl 
Among the responsibilities of | regular season will end a bit earlier Anyone interested in being a Sonesaay, Net Tuesday, Oct.12 Away — Westfield Tech 3 p.m. 
tournament directors is to organize than in past years. The last week tournament director should contact 
the seedings meetings for sports, in October will be reserved for the Conte at Iconte418 @ gmail.com 


Lise M. Forest, 78 
Died: Aug. 31, 2021 


Patricia J. Johnson, 80 
Died: Aug. 29, 2021 


DEATH NOTICES 


Gertrude B. Kolek, 90 
Died: Aug. 25, 2021 
Services are private 


Richard Morin, 79 
Died: Aug. 30, 2021 


September 9, 2021 


Michael J. 0’Connor, 92 

Died: Aug. 31, 2021 

Funeral Mass: 11:30 a.m. Sept. 9 at 
St. Thomas Church 


O BIT UARIE S 
Lise M. Forest, 78 


LUDLOW — Lise M. For- 
est, 78, of Keystone Commons, 
passed away Aug. 31, 2021 in 
her home. 

She was born on Aug. 7, 
1943, in Sherbrooke, Canada, to 
the late Gerard and Anne Marie 
(LeFebvre) Francoeur. Lise was 
raised in northern Vermont and 
lived in Three Rivers and the 
Palmer area for more than 50 
years before moving to Ludlow 
in 2020. She was a member of 
the former St. Anne’s parish in 
Three Rivers. Lise enjoyed chat- 
ting with her friends and neigh- 
bors, playing bingo, and most 


of all, loved spending 
time with her family. 
She will be deep- 
ly missed by her son, 
Michael Forest and his 
wife Maria of Monson, 
and four grandchil- 
dren: Ashley, Emma, 
Angelina, and Tim- 
othy. She also leaves 
four sisters: Helene 
Wood of Arizona, Diane Bren- 
nan of Vermont, and Lorraine 
Black and Carmen Littel, both 
of Florida. She was predeceased 
by her husband, Andre C. Forest; 
her son, Richard Forest; and sis- 


Tl, 


TI 


, ters Doris Francoeur 
‘m@ and Jeanne Powell. 
* Calling hours were 
held on Sept. 7 at the 
Beers & Story Funer- 
al Home in Palmer. A 
Funeral Mass was held 
Sept. 8 at St. Patrick 
Church in Monson, 
followed by burial in 
St. Anne’s cemetery in 
Three Rivers. Donations may be 
made in her memory to Shriners 
Hospital. 
For more information, visit 
beersandstory.com. 


Patricia J. Johnson, 80 


PALMER — Patricia J. 
Johnson, 80, passed away Aug. 
29, 2021, at her home surrounded 
by her loving family. 

She was born on Aug. 14, 
1941, in Palmer to the late John 
and Rose (Kuzniar) Noga. Pa- 
tricia previously worked for the 
Goodwill industries for 46 years 
and was the manager of Goodwill 
in Ware for many of those years 
before retiring. In her leisure, 


she enjoyed spending 
time with her family, 
playing the slots at the 
casino, and going out 
to dinner with her hus- 
band. 

Patricia will be 
dearly missed by her 
beloved husband of 62 
years, Holland John- 
son; a son, James John- 
son and his wife, Renee; a daugh- 


ter, Kimberly Sloat and 
her husband, Peter; and 
her sister-in-law, Judy 
Watts. She also leaves 
six grandchildren and 
three great-grandchil- 
dren. 

Services will be 
held at the family’s 
discretion. Visit beer- 
sandstory.com to ex- 
tend online condolences. 


Gertrude B. (Fay) Kolek, 90 


PALMER — Gertrude B. 
(Fay) Kolek, 90, of Palmer, 
passed away peacefully at her 
home Aug. 25, 2021. 

She was born in Chicopee on 
Oct. 30, 1930, attended Chicop- 
ee Public Schools, and graduated 
from Chicopee High School and 
the Springfield Business School. 
Gertrude worked for the FW 
Sickles Company, Dielectrics, 
Gemini, and the Chicopee Mu- 
nicipal Home. She was a mem- 
ber of the Chicopee Senior Cen- 
ter, The Beautiful Years Club and 
The Over 60 Club. Gertrude was 
an avid “Jeopardy” watcher and 
loved her books on tape. 

Gertrude is predeceased by 


her husband Edward 
Kolek of Chicopee; her 
parents Clarence and 
Clara Fay; three sis- 
ters; five brothers, and 
grandchildren Laura 
and Zachary; and her 
daughter Kathleen. 
Gertrude leaves her 
children Linda Renaud 
of Palmer, Jacqueline 
Grimshaw and her hus- 
band John Grimshaw of Palmer; 
sons Edward Deforge of Ches- 
ter, David Deforge and his wife 
Sherry Deforge of Jacksonville 
Fla., and her stepchildren Dr. Ed- 
ward Kolek, Michael Kolek and 
Linda Graham. Gertrude was an 


amazing grandmother 
leaving behind her 
grandchildren Joseph, 


Jeffrey, Rebecca, 
Krystal, Ryan, Alexis, 
Wayne, Ally, Cody, 


Sarah, Cory, and Jes- 
sica and many many 
great-grandchildren, 
nieces, nephews and 
lifelong friends the 
Hauff family. 

All services are private. In 
lieu of flowers, donations in her 
memory may be made to: sup- 
portperkins @perkins.org (Per- 
kins School for the blind) Tylu- 
nas Funeral Home is entrusted 
with the arrangements. 
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OF EVENTS 


E-mail items to mharrison@turley.com or mail to Calendar Editor, Journal Register, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, for receipt by Monday of week for publication. 


Editor’s note: Due to the coronavirus pandemic, 
events featured in the Journal Register, including those 
previewed in stories, briefs and on the calendar page, 
may be canceled with little notice. The Journal Register 
encourages readers to contact event coordinators and 
organizers for updated event times. Have an event to 
promote? Email the information (in a Word doc or as 
email text — no PDFs, please — to mharrison@turley. 
com. 


NOW 


BINGO: St. Thomas the Apostle Parish will re- 
sume Friday night Bingo on Sept. 10 at the parish 
center on Thorndike Street. Games begin at 6:30 p.m. 
For changes in the format, go to acebook.com/StThom- 
asTheApostlePalmerMA. 


CHICKEN BBQ: 4:30-6 p.m. Sept. 11, at Mon- 
son-Glendale United Methodist Church at the corner 
of Main and Cushman. Take-out and curbside pickup. 
$12 for adults, $6 for children. To reserve plates, call 
413-284-0238. 


POETRY WORKSHOP: Come and Write at the 
House of Art. A four-week poetry event sponsored by 
the Monson Arts Council on Monday evenings, Sept. 
13, 20, 27 and Oct. 4 6:30-8:30. Fee for this special po- 
etry event will be $15 for all four sessions led by Mon- 
son poet Gay Paluch. The workshop will be a place 
where people write, share and explore types of poetry, 
search for places to publish, and learn to constructively 
critique poetry. 

In 2011, Gay published her poems “Just This 
Morning,” illustrated in watercolors by the late Virginia 
Midyette. She has also been published in several jour- 
nals, including Freshwater, Silkworm 10, 11 and 12, the 
Common Ground Review, and The Anthology of Found 
Poetry. 

There will be a six person limit to attend this event. 
Sign up early! To register, email Maureen @ goodread. 
com or Maureen @monsonartscouncil.org. 


PORK DINNER: Knights of Columbus Council 
11080 is having a Roast Pork Dinner on Saturday, Sept. 
11, in Dugan Hall, Sacred Heart Church, 10 Milk St. 
in Brookfield. Dinner includes roast pork, baked pota- 
to, peas, garden salad, fresh corn, dessert, water, soda 
and coffee. Cost is $10 and $8 for children under 12. 


Take-out is available at 5:30 p.m. and a sit-down dinner 
is served at 6 p.m. Admission tickets are also good for 
entry for a special door prize. Raffle tickets for a 50/50 
raffle and more will be available. Tickets are available 
from any Knight or by calling 413-813-8100, or by 
emailing wallyconnor!22@gmail.com. Tickets will 
only be available at the door while they last. 


ANTIQUE SALE FUNDRAISER: Sturbridge and 
Fiskdale Senior Center is holding an antiques sale 9 
a.m.-5 p.m. Sept. 9-10 and 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Sept. 11 at 
the center, 480 Main Street (Rt. 20) in Sturbridge. Sixty 
antique pieces, including chairs, desks, beds, bureaus, 
tables, cabinets, chest, rockers, high chair, sewing ma- 
chine, lamps, dry sink, two Hitchcock chairs, trunk, 
milk can, couch, and many small items. Free admission. 
Handicapped accessible Contact: Ken Benson, Presi- 
dent, Friends of Sturbridge & Fiskdale at 774-230-3848 
or krb0815 @ gmail.com. 


AREA HISTORY: The next open house at the Old 
Meeting House Museum will feature history interpret- 
er Dennis Picard as guest speaker in the garden of the 
Museum in the center of Wilbraham from 2 to 4 p.m. 
Sunday, Sept. 12. The meeting is free and open to the 
public. The title of Picard’s lecture is the very timely 
“Pox, Pus, and Creeping Miasma: Disease and Death 
in the Colonial New England.” Known as an engaging 
speaker and well informed on New England history, 
his subject will remind New Englanders that we have 
to live with death and disease now, with COVID-19, 
just as we did in Colonial times. For more information 
about the open house contact admin @ wilbrahamathe- 
neum.org. 


SOON 


SELF DEFENSE CLASS: The Palmer Domes- 
tic Violence Task Force is offering a Real World Self 
Defense class 9 a.m. to noon Oct. 2 at the Pathfinder 
gym. The DVTF has teamed up with coach Kevin Ke- 
arns for a real-world self defense class. All participants 
must pre-register at palmerdvtf.aidaform.com/free-ba- 
sic-contact-form. A cash donation of any amount is ap- 
preciated. All proceeds will go directly to helping the 
PDVTF continue to bring education, awareness, and 
support to survivors and victims. 


MHA responds to jump overdose deaths 


Richard R. Morin, 19 


MONSON — Richard 
“Dick” Morin, 79, passed away 
Monday, Aug. 30, 2021, sur- 
rounded by love of family. 

Dick was born in Spring- 
field on Sept. 23, 1941, to the 
late Lionel and Lucy (Gauthier) 
Morin. He has made his home 
in Monson with his wife Bertha 
“Sue” Morin for more than 58 
years. Dick retired from Con- 
struction Services in Wilbraham 
after 35 years. He was a member 
of the Teamsters Local 404 and 
the Monson Lions Club. Dick 
enjoyed visiting casinos, playing 
cards as well as playing in local 
“Pitch” leagues. He enjoyed fol- 
lowing the RedSox and camping 
in his younger years. His great- 
est joy came from love of family 
and “Sammy” the dog. 


Dick leaves his 
wife, Bertha “Sue” 
(Comeau) Morin; their 
children, Eric R. Mo- 
rin of Monson, Cindy 
L Russell and John 
of Monson, Susan D. 
Brodeur and Raymond 
of Warren; brothers 
Robert Morin, Donald 
Morin and Yvette, and 
Paul Morin and Dolores, 
all of Warren; sisters Cecile 
Smith and Harvey of Hamp- 
den and Anne Guay and Paul of 
Springfield; grandchildren Eric 
Morin Jr. and Kelly, John Rus- 
sell HII, Ricky Morin, Laura Rus- 
sell, Dorielle Merrill, Raymond 
Brodeur IV, and Zaylee Brodeur; 
eight great-grandchildren, Jonaz, 
Jayden, Makenzie, Zackary, So- 


4I- 


San phia, Logan, Aurora, 
¥ and Gabriel, as well 
as many nieces, neph- 
ews and_ extended 
family members. Dick 
was predeceased by a 
granddaughter, Sonya 
Mason and _ brothers; 
Joseph “Pit” Morin 
and Gerard Morin. 
Funeral services 
were held Tuesday, 
Sept. 7, in Lombard Funeral 
Home followed by burial in Hill- 
crest Cemetery in Monson. 

In lieu of flowers, memo- 
rial contributions may be made 
to Monson Lions Club C/O Curt 
Jameson 274 Bumstead Road 
Monson, MA 01057. For online 
condolences/information visit 
lombardfuneralhome.com. 


Michael J. O'Connor, 92 


THORNDIKE — Michael 
J. O'Connor, 92, passed away 
peacefully on Aug. 31, 2021, at 
Baystate Wing Hospital. 

He was born in Leeds on 
Nov. 9, 1928, to the late Maurice 
and Mary (Murphy) O’Connor 
and was raised and lived his life- 
time in Palmer. He was a carpen- 
ter and a mason for most of his 
life, but finished the 10 years of 
his career at the Palmer Parks 
Dept. He was a staple of Palmer 
as he was a member of the Amer- 
ican Legion and Amvets. His 
time at Amvets included being a 
member of their finance commit- 
tee, the honor guard, and Bingo. 

Michael also was a volun- 
teer for many years at the Palm- 
er Fire Dept. along with volun- 
teering his time for 10 years at 
the Veterans’ Cemetery. As a 


proud veteran of both | 
the Army and Navy, 
he served during the 
times of World War II 
and Korea. Michael 
truly loved his family, 
his country and every- 
thing Irish. 

Michael will be 
deeply missed by his 
sons Rick and wife 
CJ of Naples, Fla., Michael J. 
Jr. and wife Claudia of Monson; 
and his daughter, Kerry Ann 
Kielbasa and husband Mark of 
Westfield. In addition to his five 
grandchildren, George, Tricia 
and Jonathan O’Connor, and 
Scott and Jennifer Kielbasa and 
eight great-grandchildren, he 
leaves behind his sisters Chris- 
tine (Sis) Nichols and Roseanne 
St. George. Michael was pre- 


aN 


4 deceased by his lov- 
ing wife, Patricia M. 
(Santucci); a_ sister, 
Margaret Donatini, 
and a brother, John 
O’Connor. 

Calling hours 
were Sept. 8 at Beers 
& Story Palmer Fu- 
neral Home. A funer- 
al mass will be held 
at 11:30 a.m. Thursday, Sept 9, 
in St. Thomas Church (please 
meet directly at church) in Palm- 
er, followed by a burial at MA 
Veterans’ Memorial Cemetery in 
Agawam at 2 p.m. 

In lieu of flowers, please 
make a donation in Michael’s 
memory to St. Mary’s Scholar- 
ship Fund, 1076 Thorndike St in 
Palmer. For more information, 
please visit beersandstory.com. 


Sara Kendall, Vice President of 
Clinical Operations for the Mental 
Health Association that serves the 
Greater Springfield Area, called the 
latest federal government statistics 
showing that overdose deaths in the 
country have increased by record 
numbers during the pandemic “not 
surprising and very sad.” 

According to preliminary sta- 
tistics from the Centers for Dis- 
ease Control and Prevention, drug 
overdose deaths in 2020 increased 
nearly 30 percent to some 93,000 
people. A number described as the 
largest single-year increase ever re- 
corded. 

“The piece I always come back 
to in my career is that addiction is a 
disease of isolation,’ said Kendall, 
a Licensed Clinical Social Work- 
er with a master’s degree in social 
work, who has seen an increase in 
those numbers reflected in the pop- 
ulation MHA serves. 

“It is a disease that keeps you 
away from supports in your family 
and in your community and does 
a lot to work against relationships. 
There is so much focus in healing 
and in recovery on rebuilding con- 
nections and minimizing isolation 
wherever possible.” 


She added, “When the pandem- 
ic hit so quickly, so rapidly we all 
had to hunker down, and there was 
that fearful moment for those of us 
who work with people in recovery 
of ‘Oh, goodness, this hopefully 
won’t last long’ and what can we 
do to keep connectedness an option 
even if it is not in-person.” 

Kendall said many people in 
recovery were able to use today’s 
technologies to access telehealth 
through electronic communication 
devices. However, she said therapy 
delivered remotely even on digital 
platforms that allow for visual in- 
teraction can fall short for this pop- 
ulation as it “does not allow focus to 
learn and master how to make good 
connections.” 

“Tt is removed. It is uncomfort- 
able. It is awkward and can create 
an additional layer of discomfort,” 
Kendall said. “It is hard to receive 
therapy while seeing yourself on a 
square. You are already coping with 
whatever concerns brought you in 
the door. Adding that discomfort 
is an additional challenge encoun- 
tered.” 

Kendall said the “protracted 
nature of the pandemic really be- 
came something very challenging 


to folks” dealing with substance use 
disorders and something she saw 
across age groups. 

“We encountered a lot of folks 
who did as good as they could for as 
long as they could and then they just 
couldn’t do it anymore,” Kendall 
said. “We started to see a lot of folks 
relapsing. Folks who had been in 
sustained recovery for years. Some 
of them were seeking services be- 
cause they were really fearful that 
they were going to start using again 
and they did experience a relapse.” 

Kendall called it a “gift” that 
MHA has begun to see people on- 
site again with a number of expand- 
ed programs in addition to continu- 
ing to offer the option of telehealth. 

She said its BestLife Emotion- 
al Health & Wellness Center offers 
individual therapy, group therapy, 
and family therapy. It also has a 
prescriber team, recovery coaches, 
recovery support navigators and the 
Massachusetts Impaired Driving 
Class. 

“Our approach is holistic to be- 
havioral health, this could be mental 
health, substance use or both,” Ken- 
dall said. 


EXHIBIT 1 from page 3 


horror. 

“I got a pair of gloves and a 
helmet. I joined the search, crawling 
through the debris...it was hazard- 
ous, it was dangerous, but you’re not 
thinking of that. Nobody was worried 
about the danger. You’re there to see 
what you can do, and all day that’s 
what I did. That kind of stuff 
sticks with you.” 

Maisel said that he at- 
tended 74 funerals after the 
attack. 

“T knew all of them. I 
was very close with the fire- 
fighters...I knew that I had 
lost a lot of friends that day. 
Cops, firefighters, they were 
my buddies. They called me 
brother.” 

The exhibit will be 
held from Friday, Sept. 10, 
through Monday, Oct. 11, 
at the Becket Arts Center, 
7 Brooker Hill Road. There 
is also a discussion forum 
slated for Monday, Sept. 13, 
at 7 p.m., at which Maisel 
said he will share the de- 
tails of his experience, as 
well various items such as 
a piece of iron, gloves and 
more that add perspective, 
he said. The discussion is in 
coordination with the Arts 
Center and Becket Histori- 


cal Commission, according to a press 
statement. 

Maisel recently went into 
semi-retirement and resides full-time 
in Becket. He most recently served as 
the Breaking News Editor at AMN- 
ew York Metro, a New York City daily 
newspaper and online news organi- 
zation. He has also been active con- 
ducting lectures and fundraisers at 


schools, senior centers, and in 2010, 
was the co-chairman of the Pace Uni- 
versity public symposium and exhibit 
on the 10" anniversary entitled ““Wit- 
ness to Tragedy and Recovery, How 
News Images of Disaster are Shaped 
and Shape Us.” 

“People should not forget,’ Mai- 
sel said. 


The Library Loft 


Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer 


We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 
Thanks to our wonderful “friends,’ volunteers and patrons. 


Hours: 


Tues. 1Oam-4pm ° Wed. 10am - 4pm 
Thurs. 10am- 4pm ° Fri. 1Oam-4-pm *° Sat. 10am-2pm 


HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 


Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public 
Library or the Library Loft during open hours. 
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 
We accept books only in good, clean condition. 


For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100 
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Classifieds 


12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS I 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


FIREWOOD 


A1 SEASONED FIREWOOD PFe- 
turned Phone Calls and Prompt Deliv- 
ery. Quality Product. Call now S & K 
413-267-9402 


BF FIREWOOD Seasoned or Fresh 
Cut, Split and Delivered. Call for 
prompt delivery. (413)657-6143 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $175.00 
Seasoned cut & split $225.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


Over a cord 
guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv- 
ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348- 
4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Glass Display Cases, Canoe, Boat 
Trailer, Wind Generator Set-up. Call 
for more information and prices 
(413)467-9566 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware. 


Covid guidelines followed. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 
WANTED TO BUY 


COMIC BOOKS WANTED! 
Comics, Comic Artwork, 
Vintage Toys, Pulps, Mags! 
50+ years of experience! 
Gary Dolgoff 413-529-0326 
gary@gdcomics.com 


FIELDSTONE WALLS WANT- 
ED to buy. Looking to purchase 
large quantities of old stone walls. 
Please call R.E. Barnes Fieldstone 
(978)807-0746 


, Classifieds 
Get 


\ 
\\ 


1*******A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


AB Hauling and 
Removal Service 


2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 

8868. 


ASPHALT DRIVEWAY PATCH & 
REPAIR, washed out pot holes. Also 
Home Repairs. Tim (413)563-2229 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for es- 
timate. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 


WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


APPLIANCES 


JOHN SHEA’S APPLIANCE RE- 
PAIR Get it done right!!! Same day 
service. 508-867-7124, 774-200- 
1391 Check us out on facebook 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


EXCAVATING 


ELIOT STARBARD' EXCAVA- 
TION 35 yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ART- 
IST - learn how to teach painting with 
this special method to people of all 
ages and abilities and have your own 
business with a stable income. Fill the 
need for more art in healthcare facili- 
ties. Check it out at: 
www.artis4every1.com 
or call (508)882-3848 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


C & C OUTDOOR SERVICES, 
LLC. For all your property improve- 
ment needs. Big or small. Commercial 
or residential. We would like to help! 
Call or Text (413)667-7111 


LAWN & GARDEN 


*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8 
screened, $30/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; 
No additives, fillers or by-products. Lo- 
cal deliv. to Oakham and surrounding 
towns only. Eliot Starbard 508-882- 
0140. 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 


All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing 
systems, sump pumps. BBB+ rat- 
ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call 
(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377 


PAINTING 


KEEP IT PAINTING- Klems ex- 
cellent exterior painting. Interiors too. 
Specializing in all aspects of quality 
painting and staining. 25 years ex 
perience. Free consultation. Steve 
(413)477-8217 


PAVING 


P&J PAVING, Asphalt, Concrete, 
Sealcoating, Crack Filling, Line Strip- 
ing. Insured, Warranties Available, 
Free Estimates. Call or Text (774)200- 
9515 leave message. 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se- 
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call 
today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


AUTO 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. Beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, Sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 
www.orionfarm.net 


NOW HIRING Direct Support Profes- 
sionals. Develop and implement active 
reatment and habilitation programs for 
individuals with developmental disabil- 
ities. The ideal candidate will be a pos- 
itive role model with good communica- 
ion skills who can work alone and on 
ateam. 35 hours/week Monday-Friday 
8:30am-3:30pm 

$15.50/hr to start, $15.90 after 90 days 
Accepting applications at 75 Litwin 
Lane, Chicopee, MA. Or apply online 
at www.sunshine.us under Ca- 
reers. AA/EOE. Sunshine Village is a 
GREAT place to work! 


SNOWPLOW/SANDER DRIVER 
Fountain & Sons Construction is seek- 
ing a part-time driver to operate a 10 
wheeler snowplow/sander. Please call 
(413)436-5705 to inquire. 


ATEKS TREE is looking for a moti- 
vated individual with valid drivers li- 
cense and chain saw experience. Pay 
based on skill level, $20-$25 per/hr 
starting pay. (413)687-3220 


ASSESSORS CLERK AND/OR 
ASSISTANT ASSESSOR The 
Town of Granby is seeking qualified 
applicants for the position of Assessors 
Clerk (AC) and/or Assistant Assessor 
(AA) for a full-time position (30 hours). 
Preferred candidates must possess 
(AC) a high school diploma and one 
year of office administration and/or re- 
cord keeping experience; experience 
in a municipal setting and in dealing 
with the public strongly preferred; or an 
equivalent combination of education 
and experience. (AA) Demonstrates 
experience and/or schooling required. 
Certified or certifiable as Mass Accred- 
ited Assessor. Knowledge of Mass. 
Principals of real and personal proper- 
ty values. Must enjoy interacting with 
the public, real estate agents and oth- 
er town offices. Job descriptions and 
applications are available at the Town 
of Granby Selectboard Office 10-B W 
State St Granby MA 01033 or by call- 
ing 413-467-7177. Applications will 
be accepted until the position is filled. 
Salary depends on qualifications and 
experience. Please submit cover letter 
and resume to: Town of Granby 
Board of Assessors C/O Board 
of Selectmen 10-B West State 
St., MA 01033. 


CDL DRIVER/LABORER/CON- 
STRUCTION LABORER POSI- 
TIONS Fountain and Sons Construc- 
tion is seeking a full time CDL Truck 
driver/Laborer and Laborers. Please 
call (413)436-5705 to inquire. 


CHRISTOPHER HEIGHTS OF 
BELCHERTOWN OPENED IN 
2018 TO OFFER A WARM, 
WELCOMING ASSISTED LIV- 
ING SETTING FOR OUR RESI- 
DENTS. We are seeking a full-time 
lead receptionist to join our team to 
deliver excellent customer service 
and supervise other receptionists. Re- 
sponsibilities include: supervision and 
scheduling of all receptionists, answer- 
ing phones, greeting visitors, and as- 
sisting residents with meal requests. In 
addition, you will assist the executive 
director and other department heads 
as requested with administrative tasks, 
including: photocopying and faxing, 
updating databases and/or lists, main- 
taining inventory systems, depositing 
checks, sorting mail, and sending rent 
invoices. The right candidate must en- 
joy working the senior population, be 
able to work independently but cooper- 
atively with team members, take initia- 
tive in areas of responsibility and have 
a positive attitude. Candidates must 
have a working knowledge of office 
equipment, proficiency with computers 
and typing, and high-quality commu- 
nication, organization, and time man- 
agement skills. CORI checks before 
starting position. EOE Job Type: Full- 
time. Fill out application at 99 Front St, 
Belchertown 


PART TIME LINE COOK needed. 
$20.00/hour. Call Paramount Pizza III 
(413)283-5555 to apply. 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or Call: 413-283-8393 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 
Base Price 
$30.50 
Base Price 


$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Name: 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


Base Price 
$27.50 


Base Price 
$29.50 
Base Price 
$31.50 


Base Price 
$33.50 


Base Price 
$35.50 


Address: 


DEADLINES: 


Quabbin ———— 


Village Hills 


‘MIDDLEFIELD 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price 
$28.00 


Base Price 
$30.00 


Base Price 
$32.00 


Circulation: 


CHESTER, 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 


the Suburban Residential ZONE 


for $26.00 


Base Price 
$34.00 


for 20 words plus 


50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 


Base Price 
$36.00 


or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


Town: 


State: 


Zip: 


Number of Weeks: 


Credit Card: 
Card #: 


1 MasterCard 


QO VISA 


(4 Discover 


O Cash 
Exp. Date 


Amount of charge: 


X per week rate = $ 
QO Check# 
CVV 


Date: 


First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 
Add a third ZONE 
Subtotal 


BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 
HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 


BROOKFIELD 


BROOKFIELD 


EAST 


Suburban 


Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 


Includes 
additional words 


$10.00 
$5.00 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


x Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us at 413.283.8393 


CNN/HHA/PCA Christopher Heights 
of Belchertown is seeking dedicat- 
ed, team-oriented CNAs, HHAs, and 
PCAs to join our team of elder care 
professionals! Daily responsibilities 
include ADL care, meal service and 
socialization for our residents. All shifts 
and flexible schedules available. Ap- 
plicants with weekend, evening and 
overnight availability encouraged to 
apply. Please apply within at 99 Front 
Street, Belchertown, MA 01007. 


The town of Palmer (pop.13,000) has 
an opening for a PART-TIME LO- 
CAL BUILDING INSPECTOR ito 
enforce the state building code and 
local zoning ordinances. The duties 
include inspecting buildings under 
code enforcement and_ investigate 
complaints. Minimum of five years’ 
experience in supervision of building 
construction, Massachusetts Building 
Supervisor's License, ability to access 
all areas and levels of construction, 
and use computer office applications. 
Starting pay up to $24.30/hour. Posi- 
tion is open until filled. Letter of interest 
and resume should be addressed to 
Ryan McNutt, Town Manager, 
4417 Main Street, Palmer, MA 
01069 or rmcnutt@townofpalm- 
er.com AA/EOE 


REAL ESTATE 


COMMERCIAL 
RENTALS 


FOR RENT APPROXIMATELY 
800 SQ. FT. with easy access. Good 
for storage etc. Also have approxi- 
mately 1600 Sq. Ft. unit with street 
level entrance. Call (413)967-7772 
for more information. Reasonable rent. 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


Heat and hot water included 
«Ample Closets 

*Fully Applianced 
eCommunity Room 

eLaundry Facilities 


*Cats Welcome 
Extra Storage 
24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA 


aé 


EQUAL Hou! 
OPPORTUNITY 


STORAGE 


SECURE STORAGE Winter Spe- 
cial. Rent a 5’x10: 2 months payment 
up front, 3rd month free. Call Mary 
(413)531-3722 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col- 
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta- 
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing- 
ly accept any advertising for real es- 
tate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


BELCHERTOWN 

LORD JEFFERY APARTMENTS 
has 2 bedroom units available. Located 
in a quiet country setting with modern 
appliances, w/w carpet, porch/patio, 
heat & hot water included. Convenient- 
ly located for shopping and school 
district. For more information, please 
call 413-323-5535, 711 MA Relay, 
or stop by the rental office located at 
121 N. Main St., B-6, Belchertown. 2 
BR rent- $1190. Section 8 and Vouch- 
ers welcome. Applications also being 
accepted for subsidized wait list. 


Snide, HORT \ P 
OPRETUALTY : 


Classified 
Advertising 


DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & 
SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY 
AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY 
AT NOON 


FOR RENT 


a 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


im HE 


-friendl 
tit. & 


And to keep up with current 
trends, our newspaper web sites 
are mobile-friendly too! 


Easily connect with your community news, 
find quick links to our facebook feeds, 
browse newspaper archives and submit 
your own news items by visiting 
www.newspapers.turley.com 


Turley® 
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The Town of Monson 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
LEGAL NOTICE 

In accordance with 
M.G.L. Chapter 40A, 
sll, the Monson Zoning 
Board of Appeals will 
hold a Public Hearing on 
Thursday, September 23, 
2021 at 7:10 P.M. in the 
Large Meeting Room of 
the Monson Town Offices 
located at 110 Main St., 
Monson, MA on the appeal 
of the Monson Zoning 
Enforcement Officer’s deci- 
sion for James O’Connell of 
1F Whitney Ave Monson, 
MA to keep honey bees on 
his parcel. The appeal was 
filed by Roxanne Gunther of 
69 May Hill Rd., Monson, 
MA. A copy of all mate- 
rials related to the appeal 
are on file with the Monson 
Building Department and 
can be viewed by appoint- 
ment during normal business 
hours. . 

09/09, 09/16/2021 


TOWN OF WALES 
Conservation Commission 

In accordance with the 
Wetland Protection Act, 
Chapter 131, Section 40, a 
Public Hearing will be held 
by the Wales Conservation 
Commission on September 
16, 2021, at the Wales 
Senior Center (Old Stafford 
Rd. Wales, MA) at 6:00 
PM, for a Notice of Intent 
filed by the Frank LaRosa, 
located at 7 Cordially 
Colony, Wales, MA 01081. 
Virtual participation infor- 
mation will be available on 
the Town of Wales website 
or contact planning @town- 
ofwales.net 
09/09/2021 


Wales 

Conservation Commission 

In accordance with the 
Wetland Protection Act, 
Chapter 131, Section 40, a 
Public Hearing will be held 
by the Wales Conservation 
Commission on September 
16, 2021, at the Wales 
Senior Center (Old Stafford 
Rd. Wales, MA) at 6:00 
PM, for a Request of 
Determination Applicability 
filed by the Dolores Berry, 
located at 30 Lake George 
Rd., Wales, MA 01081. 
Virtual participation infor- 
mation will be available on 
the Town of Wales website 
or contact planning @town- 
ofwales.net. 
09/09/2021 


The Town of Monson 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
(REVISED) 
LEGAL NOTICE 

In accordance with 
Chapter 40A, M.G.L. s11, 
the Monson Zoning Board 
of Appeals will hold a 
Public Hearing Thursday 
September 23, 2021 at 
7:00 P.M. on the appli- 
cation Stephen and Terri 
Kacoyannakis for a Special 
Permit as provided by sec- 
tion 3.3.2 of the Monson 
Zoning Bylaws. 

The applicant is seek- 
ing a change to extend the 
pre-existing non-conform- 
ing use to operate an elec- 
trical contracting business 
located at 45 Bethany Road, 
Monson Map 113-037. 
The property is owned by 
45 Bethany Road LLC, 
Daniel O’Connor. A copy 
of the application is on file 
with the Zoning Board of 
Appeals and can be viewed 
during office hours. 

David Beaudoin, Chairman 
09/02, 09/09/2021 


Wales 

Conservation Commission 

In accordance with 
the Wetland Protection 
Act, Chapter 131, Section 
40, a Public Hearing will 
be held by the Wales 
Conservation Commission 
on September 16, 2021, 
at the Wales Senior Center 
(Old Stafford Rd. Wales, 
MA) at 6:00 PM, for a 
Request of Determination 
Applicability filed by 
Neil Jackson, located at 87 
McBride Rd. Wales, MA 
01081. Virtual participation 
information will be available 
on the Town of Wales web- 
site or contact planning @ 
townofwales.net. 
09/09/2021 


The Town of Monson 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
LEGAL NOTICE 

In accordance with 
Chapter 40A, M.G.L. s11, 
the Monson Zoning Board 
of Appeals will hold a 
Public Hearing Thursday, 
September 23, 2021 at 
7:20 P.M. at Monson Town 


Hall, 110 Main St., Monson, 
MA 01057 on the applica- 
tion of Westview Holdings, 
LLC for a Special Permit 
requesting an extension of 
an existing non-conform- 
ing use. The applicant is 
requesting for the continued 
use of a farm stand/ restau- 
rant with an extended use 
to serve alcohol and expand 
outside seating. The location 
is 107-109 East Hill Road, 
Monson, Map 152 Parcel 
15 in the Residential Rural 
district, owned by Westview 
Holdings LLC. A copy of 
the application is available 
for review with the Monson 
Zoning Board of Appeals. 

David Beaudoin, Chairman 
09/09, 09/16/2021 


PALMER 
PLANNING BOARD 
PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE 
In accordance with the 

provisions of Chapter 40A, 
Section 11 M.G.L., the 
Planning Board will hold a 
public hearing on Monday, 
September 20, at 7:00 PM 
in the Town Administration 
Building, 4417 Main Street, 
Palmer, MA. 

The applicant, Jerzy 
Sejdera is seeking a site 
plan approval as allowed 
under section 171.29 to 
operate a tradesmen base of 
operations for a landscap- 
ing company located at 285 
Wilbraham Street, Palmer 
MA. This parcel is also 
known as Assessor’s Map 5, 
Lot 13-1 

A copy of the applica- 
tion may be inspected at 
the Planning Department 
office in the Administrative 
Building from 8:30 AM to 
4:30 PM Monday through 
Thursday. 

Anyone interested in 
more information or wish- 
ing to be heard on the 
application can contact the 
Planning Department at 
413-283-2605 or appear at 
the time and place designat- 
ed above. 

This notice shall 
also be posted on the 
Massachusetts Newspaper 
Publishers Association’s 
(MNPA) website (http:// 
masspublicnotices.org). 

Michael Marciniec, 

Chairman 
09/02, 09/09/2021 


NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGEE’S 
SALE OF REAL ESTATE 

By virtue and in execu- 
tion of the Power of Sale 
contained in a certain mort- 
gage given by Gabriel D’ 
Arco, Roberta G. D’ Arco 
to Citibank, Federal Savings 
Bank, dated August 23, 
2004 and recorded in the 
Hampden County Registry 
of Deeds in Book 14471, 
Page 456 of which mort- 
gage the undersigned is the 
present holder, for breach 
of the conditions of said 
mortgage and for the pur- 
pose of foreclosing, the 
same will be sold at Public 
Auction at 5:00 PM on 
September 29, 2021, on the 
mortgaged premises locat- 
ed at 62 Bradway Road, 
Monson, Hampden County, 
Massachusetts, all and sin- 
gular the premises described 
in said mortgage, 

TO WIT: 

THE LAND 
IN MONSON, 
HAMPDEN COUNTY, 
MASSACHUSETTS, 
BEING KNOWN AND 
DESIGNATED AS LOT 
NO. SEVENTEEN (17) 
AS SHOWN ON A 
PLAN RECORDED IN 
HAMPDEN COUNTY 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS 
IN BOOK OF PLANS 
316, PAGE 115; SAID 
LOT BEING BOUNDED 
AND DESCRIBED AS 
FOLLOWS: EASTERLY 
BY BRADWAY ROAD, 
A TOTAL DISTANCE OF 
TWO HUNDRED THREE 
AND 67/100 (203.67) 
FEET; SOUTHERLY BY 
LOT NO. SIXTEEN (16) 
AS SHOWN ON SAID 
PLAN, THREE HUNDRED 
EIGHT AND 29/100 
(308.29) FEET; WESTERLY 
BY REMAINING LAND 
OF MARY E. DAUGHTRY 
AND WARREN I. 
GRISWOLD, ONE 
HUNDRED NINETY- 
FIVE AND 19/100 (195.19) 
FEET; AND NORTHERLY 
BY OWNERS OF LAST 
NAMED LAND, THREE 
HUNDRED FOUR 
AND 84/100 (304.84) 
FEET. MEANING 
AND INTENDING TO 
DESCRIBE THE SAME 
PREMISES CONVEYED 
TO THE MORTGAGOR 
IN BOOK 11371, AT PAGE 
162, DATED 10/13/00 AND 


RECORDED 10/13/00 IN 
THE HAMPDEN COUNTY 
CLERK’S OFFICE. 

Subject to a first mort- 
gage dated November 21, 
2003 and recorded in the 
Hampden County Registry of 
Deeds at Book 13847, Page 
222 in the original principal 
amount of $143,934.00. 

For mortgagor’s(s’) 
title see deed recorded with 
Hampden County Registry of 
Deeds in Book 11371, Page 
162. 

These premises will be 
sold and conveyed subject 
to and with the benefit of all 
rights, rights of way, restric- 
tions, easements, covenants, 
liens or claims in the nature 
of liens, improvements, pub- 
lic assessments, any and all 
unpaid taxes, tax titles, tax 
liens, water and sewer liens 
and any other municipal 
assessments or liens or exist- 
ing encumbrances of record 
which are in force and are 
applicable, having priority 
over said mortgage, wheth- 
er or not reference to such 
restrictions, easements, 
improvements, liens or 
encumbrances is made in the 
deed. 

TERMS OF SALE: 

A deposit of Five 
Thousand ($5,000.00) 
Dollars by certified or bank 
check will be required to 
be paid by the purchaser at 
the time and place of sale. 
The balance is to be paid by 
certified or bank check at 
Harmon Law Offices, P.C., 
150 California St., Newton, 
Massachusetts 02458, 
or by mail to P.O. Box 
610389, Newton Highlands, 
Massachusetts 02461-0389, 
within thirty (30) days from 
the date of sale. Deed will 
be provided to purchaser for 
recording upon receipt in full 
of the purchase price. The 
description of the premises 
contained in said mortgage 
shall control in the event of 


an error in this publication. 
Other terms, if any, to 
be announced at the sale. 
CITIBANK, N.A. S/B/M 
TO CFSB, N.A. F/K/A 
CITIBANK, FEDERAL 
SAVINGS BANK 
Present holder of said mort- 
gage 
By its Attorneys, 
HARMON LAW OFFICES, 
PBC. 
150 California St. 
Newton, MA 02458 
(617)558-0500 
14458 


08/26, 09/02, 09/09/2021 


LEGAL NOTICE 

Pursuant to the provi- 
sions of MA Gen. Laws, 
Chap. 255, Sec. 39A, the 
following vehicles will be 
sold at public auction for 
towing and storage charges 
due: 
TOYOTA 
VIN:4T1BE32K34U265225 
Robert Sanderson 6 Ist St., 
Amesbury, MA; 
NISSAN 
VIN:3N1CB51D65L551343 
Tre’von Gasque 147 Euclid 
Ave., Springfield, MA 
YAMAHA 
VIN:JYARJO6E34AD 14784 
Judson Picard 57 Ware Brook 
Village, Ware, MA 
HYUNDAI 
VIN:SNMSH13E77H041671 
Francine Cavanaugh 62B 
Upper Palmer Rd., Monson, 
MA 
FORD 
VIN: LFTNE14W48DA9943 
Isaac Augustus Brandes 17 
Grove St., Apt. C, N. Adams, 
MA; 
CHEVY 
VIN: 1GCCS194XW8225703 
Stephen Demo 112 Romano 
Rd., South Portland, ME. 

This auction is to 
take place on September 
17, 2021 10:00 A.M. at 
LaBontes & Son LLC, 241 
Wilbraham St., Palmer, MA 


529 plans: Not just for college 


If you’ve heard of 529 plans, you might think they can only be 
used to help pay for college. And you wouldn’t be alone: Less than 
one-third of adults properly identified that a 529 plan can be used for 
more than just higher education, according to a survey by Morning 
Consult and Edward Jones. But what are these other expenses? 

Before we get to them, let’s review the main benefits of 529 
plans. Contribution limits are high and earnings can grow tax-free if 
withdrawals are used for qualified education expenses such as tuition 
and room and board. (Withdrawals for nonqualified distributions 
are subject to taxes and a 10% penalty on the earnings portion.) 
Plus, as the account owner, you maintain control of the plan, so 
you can switch beneficiaries to another qualified family member, if 


necessary. 


Now, let’s consider the other uses of 529 plans, which have been 
made possible by various pieces of legislation over the past few 


years: 


Student loan repayments — The average amount of student loan 
debt per borrower is well over $32,000, according to the Federal 
Reserve. So, many people welcomed the news that 529 plans 
could be used to repay student loans. There’s an aggregate lifetime 
limit of $10,000 in qualified student loan repayments per 529 plan 
beneficiary, plus $10,000 for each of the beneficiary’s siblings. 
Being able to use 529 plans to repay student loans gives you some 
flexibility if your family members have excess balances in their 


accounts. 


K-12 expenses — A 529 plan can now be used to pay up to 
$10,000 per year in tuition expenses at private, public and religious 
elementary and secondary schools. This amount is per student, not 
per account. However, not all states allow 529 plans to be used for 
K-12 expenses — or to be technical, some states consider K-12 tuition 
to be a nonqualified 529 plan expense, which means the earnings 
portion of a 529 plan is subject to state income taxes and possibly 
a “recapture” of other state income tax breaks connected with 529 
plan withdrawals. So, make sure you understand your state’s rules on 
K-12 expenses before taking money out of your 529 plan. 

Apprenticeships — Not every child wants or needs to attend a 
college or university. And now, 529 funds can be used to pay for 
apprenticeship programs registered with the U.S. Department of 
Labor. These types of programs, which combine on-the-job training 
with classroom instruction, are offered at community colleges and 
trade schools. Once students complete their apprenticeships, they 
often go on to well-paying careers in a variety of fields. And since 
these types of programs are typically far less expensive than a four- 
year college degree, a 529 plan can have a particularly long reach. 

The tax treatment of 529 plans for all these expenses can vary 
from state to state, so, if you move to another state after you’ve 
established your plan, you’ll want to know the rules. Even if you 
don’t move, it’s still a good idea to consult with your tax advisor 
about how 529 plan withdrawals will be treated. 

Nonetheless, a 529 plan could be valuable to you in many ways. 
Consider how you might want to put it to work for you and your 


family. 


This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local 
Edward Jones Financial Advisor. Please contact Steven A. Crespo, 
your local Edward Jones Advisor in Ludlow at 413-547-6048 or 


steven.crespo @ edwardjones.com. 


www.edwardjones.com Member SPIC 


Edward Jones 


MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING 


Email all 
notices to 


01069. 
09/02, 09/09, 09/16/2021 


Town of Monson 
Planning Board 
PUBLIC HEARING 
NOTICE 

In accordance with the 
provisions of Chapter 40A, 
Section 5, M.G.L., the 
Planning Board will hold a 
Public Hearing on Tuesday, 
September 21, 2021 at 
7:00 P.M. in Room 3, Town 
Administration Building 110 
Main Street. The purpose 
of the Public Hearing is to 
amend the Monson Zoning 
Bylaws 3.1- Schedule of 
Use Regulations Table 
1 to include the follow- 
ing: Municipal Dog Pound 
allowed in the Industrial 
(1) District permitted by 
SP-ZBA approval. A copy 
of the complete text of the 
proposed bylaw is on file 
with the Monson Town 
Clerk and the Planning 
Board. 

Craig Sweitzer, 

Chairman 

Monson Planning Board 
09/02, 09/09/2021 


LEGAL NOTICE 
MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE 

By virtue of and in exe- 
cution of the Power of 
Sale contained in a certain 
mortgage given by David 
J. Pelletier and Judith L. 
Pelletier to Option One 
Mortgage Corporation, dated 
April 20, 2001 and recorded 
in Hampden County Registry 
of Deeds in Book 11598, 
Page 79 (the “Mortgage’”’) 
of which mortgage Wells 
Fargo Bank, N.A. as Trustee 
for Option One Mortgage 
Loan Trust 2001-B, Asset- 
Backed Certificates, Series 
2001-B is the present hold- 


er by Assignment from 
Option One Mortgage 
Corporation to Wells Fargo 
Bank, N.A. as Trustee for 
Option One Mortgage Loan 
Trust 2001-B, Asset-Backed 
Certificates, Series 2001-B 
dated September 8, 2005 and 
recorded at said Registry of 
Deeds in Book 16152, Page 
353, for breach of conditions 
of said mortgage and for the 
purpose of foreclosing the 
same, the mortgaged prem- 
ises located at 31 East Hill 
Road, Monson, MA 01057 
will be sold at a Public 
Auction at 1:00 PM on 
September 28, 2021, at the 
mortgaged premises, more 
particularly described below, 
all and singular the premises 
described in said mortgage, 
to wit: 

The land together with 
the buildings thereon situated 
in Monson, said Hampden 
County, Massachusetts, 
being known and designat- 
ed at Lot #2 (two) as shown 
on a plan entitled “Property 
Survey for Abel Gomes,” 
dated January 12, 1974, 
and recorded in Hampden 
County Registry of Deeds 
in Book of Plans 149, Pages 
116 and 117, said lot being 
more particularly bounded 
and described as follows: 

SOUTHEASTERLY 
by the northwesterly side of 
East Hill Road as shown on 
said plan, (two hundred (200) 
feet; 

SOUTHWESTERLY 
by the northeasterly side 
of an unnamed side of an 
unnamed street, as shown 
on said plan, three hundred 
(300) feet: 

NORTHWESTERLY 
by the southeasterly side of 
Lot #13 (thirteen) as shown 
on said plan, two hundred ten 
and 21/100 (210.21) feet; and 

NORTHEASTERLY 
by the southwesterly side of 
Lot #1 (one) as shown on 
said plan, three hundred for- 
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ty-six and 33/100 (346.33) 
feet. 

Containing 67,316 square 
feet, more or less. 

BEING the same prem- 
ise conveyed to mortgagors 
herein by deed of David 
J. Salzarulo and Julie A. 
Salzarulo and recorded in the 
Hampden County Registry 
of Deeds immediately prior 
herewith. 

For mortgagor’s title 
see deed recorded with the 
Hampden County Registry of 
Deeds in Book 11598, Page 
77. See also deed record- 
ed in Said Deeds in Book 
15896, Page 231. 

The premises will be sold 
subject to any and all unpaid 
taxes and other municipal 
assessments and liens, and 
subject to prior liens or other 
enforceable encumbrances of 
record entitled to precedence 
over this mortgage, and sub- 
ject to and with the benefit 
of all easements, restrictions, 
reservations and conditions 
of record and subject to all 
tenancies and/or rights of 
parties in possession. 

Terms of the Sale: 
Cashier’s or certified check 
in the sum of $5,000.00 as 
a deposit must be shown at 
the time and place of the 
sale in order to qualify as a 
bidder (the mortgage hold- 
er and its designee(s) are 
exempt from this require- 
ment); high bidder to sign 
written Memorandum of 
Sale upon acceptance of bid; 
balance of purchase price 
payable by certified check 
in thirty (30) days from the 
date of the sale at the offic- 
es of mortgagee’s attorney, 
Korde & Associates, P.C., 
900 Chelmsford Street, Suite 
3102, Lowell, MA 01851 
or such other time as may 
be designated by mortgag- 
ee. The description for the 
premises contained in said 
mortgage shall control in the 
event of a typographical error 


in this publication. 
Other terms to be 
announced at the sale. 
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. 
as Trustee for Option One 
Mortgage Loan Trust 2001- 
B, Asset-Backed Certificates, 
Series 2001-B 
Korde & Associates, P.C. 
900 Chelmsford Street 
Suite 3102 
Lowell, MA 01851 
(978) 256-1500 
Pelletier, David J., 
16-027052 
09/02, 09/09, 09/16/2021 


Town of Wales 

Zoning Board of Appeals 

In accordance with the 
provisions of M.G.L. Ch 
40A §10 & §11, the Wales 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
will hold a Public Hearing 
on September 20, 2021, 
at the Wales Town Offices 
at 5:30 PM, on the appli- 
cation of Robert Baker, of 
31 Union Rd, for a special 
permit in terms of the Town 
of Wales Zoning By-law 
Sec. 4. 2.. The Town of 
Wales Zoning By-Law 
Sec. 4.2.2 states “A pre-ex- 
isting non-conforming use 
or structure may not be 
extended, altered or changed 
except by a special permit 
from the Zoning Board of 
Appeals.” Specifically, the 
applicant wishes to construct 
a small deck with steps onto 
an existing structure. Any 
person interested and wish- 
ing to be heard on this appli- 
cation should refer to the 
town website (www.town- 
ofwales.net) under zoning 
board agenda for the above 
date to participate virtually. 
If you have any questions or 
concerns, please email: 
planning @townofwales.net 
09/02, 09/09/2021 
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Understand Your 
401(k) Options. 


At Edward Jones, we can explain 
options for your 401(k), including 
leaving the money in your former 
employer's plan, moving it to 
your new employer's plan, 

rolling it over to an Individual 
Retirement Account (IRA) or 
cashing out the account subject 
to tax consequences 


To learn more, call today. 


a Hunter E Boody 
Financial Advisor 


1448 Main St. 
§ Palmer, MA 01069 
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TRAIL 


the ‘trail angel’ Miss Janet build.” 

Another part of the trail culture are 
nicknames — and Whalen’s is “The May- 
or.” 

He said while attending “Trail Days” 
in Damascus, Virginia, a weekend hik- 
er party in what is dubbed “Trail Town 
USA,” “we bought suits from the Salva- 
tion Army and proceeded to run a mayoral 
campaign for the mayor of trail days. “I 
ran under “The Surprise Party’ ticket and 
beat out Chopstix as the unofficial mayor 
of trail days, with my trail name hence be- 
coming ‘The Mayor.” 

Whalen said he’s only had one frus- 
trating day on trail so far 

“Tt rained for most of the day, and 
we hiked 16.5 miles in it,’ he said. “The 
trail was pretty much washed out and be- 
came a slippery mud slide, especially on 
the inclines. By the time I reached camp, 
I was soaked from head to toe, cold, and 
starving. I knew I would eventually face 
uncomfortable times like that, but the trail 
didn’t lose any of its luster because of it.” 

Oppositely, a highlight of his trip thus 
far was in Erwin, Tennessee. 

“When we got to Erwin, we met some 
really incredible people at USA raft and 
Robert Fury who took us on a tour of the 
Capitol Theatre he purchased that he is 
transitioning into a live music venue,” he 
said. 

Travis Bailey, Whalen’s friend from 
Belchertown, was driving back to Massa- 
chusetts and up with Whalen. 

“The next day we had a beautiful cer- 
emony on the Nolichucky River where we 
placed JR’s brother’s ashes on a piece of 
bark with flowers we picked and sent him 
down the river to say goodbye to him in 


from page 6 


September 9, 2021 


Belchertown resident Chris Whalen on the iconic McAfee Knob, one of the most pho- 
tographed spots on the AT. 


Tennessee,” he said. “Erwin was a place 
on the trail that felt like home because the 
people made it feel like home.” 

Today on the trail 

Whalen is currently ‘aqua blazing’ 
on the Shenandoah River which involves 
renting a canoe to travel 120 miles up to 
the unofficial halfway point of the AT in 
Harper’s Ferry, West Virginia. “I’ve al- 
ready made a lifetime of memories and 
moments and met so many great people on 
this journey,” he said. “This is an adven- 
ture of a lifetime, and not just a hike. I’ve 
found that the people you meet and places 
you see are just as beautiful as the trail it- 
self. I am excited to get back up north to 
reunite with friends and family (and man- 
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ufacture some trail magic).” 

He said he isn’t sure when he’ll get 
back because “I’m savoring every second 
of this trip.” 

“There’s a saying that, “The last one 
to Katahdin wins’ and I can see why; 
there’s so much beauty both on and off 
this trail,” he said. “I know there’s an end- 
game, but I’m going to continue enjoying 
this trip until that day comes.” 

People can visit Mission22.com or 
TilValhallaProject.com if they would like 
to support JR’s cause for veteran suicide. 
You can follow Gargone’s journey on Hik- 
ing the Appalachian Trail with Heroes on 
Facebook. Chris Whalen can be followed 
on Instagram @Whaleverine or on Face- 
book. He 
also has a 
blog: https:// 
chrismwha- 
len.wixsite. 
com/at-thru- 
hike. 
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STCC Medical Assistant program 
free for eligible residents 


SPRING- 
FIELD — MassHire 
Workforce Boards 
of Hampden and 
Franklin Hamp- 
shire Counties are 
offering free train- 
ing at Springfield 
Technical Commu- 
nity College to in- 
dividuals interested 
in pursuing a career 
in medical assist- 
ing. 

Residents of 
Hampden, Hamp- 
shire and Franklin 
counties are eligi- 
ble to apply. Eli- 


gible, approved 
individuals can 
enroll in the 
medical assistant 
program at Springfield Technical Community 
College. 

Candidates must be unemployed or under- 
employed and have an interest in a career in 
healthcare. Eligibility for program enrollment 
includes some academic prerequisites includ- 
ing proof of high school transcript, GED or 
HiSET scores, immunizations and legal re- 
quirements such as satisfactory CORI/SORI 
background checks and drug screening results, 
flu, chicken pox and Hepatitis B vaccines. 

Interested candidates can enroll in the 
one-year medical assistant certificate program 
at STCC from September 2021 through August 
2022 or September 2022 through August 2023. 

Ranked among the best in Massachusetts, 
accredited Medical Assistant program gets cit- 
ed for affordability, student-faculty ratio and 
quality of instruction. The program provides 
valuable hands-on learning through laboratory 
and simulation experiences in the SIMS Med- 
ical Center at STCC, a nationally recognized 
patient simulation facility. The SIMS Medical 
Center at STCC is one of the largest on the East 
Coast and most advanced in Western Massa- 
chusetts. 
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STCC students in the Medical Assistant program train in one of the class- 
rooms On Campus. (Photo submitted by STCC). 


The full-time STCC program begins in 
September and ends in August. The last two 
months of the training is an on-the-job training 
experience. Graduates of the program will earn 
29 college credits, a cost equivalent of $9,000 
- $11,000. 

Christopher Scott, dean of the STCC 
School of Health and Patient Simulation, said 
he was thrilled to partner with MassHire. 

“We're grateful that MassHire, with fund- 
ing from the Commonwealth Corporation, is 
able to offer this program for free to eligible 
residents,’ Scott said. “This is a terrific op- 
portunity for people in the community to get 
high-quality training at STCC. Our medical as- 
sistant program has been recognized as one of 
the best in the state.” 

In the fall 2020, the websites medicalas- 
sistantadvice.com and MedAssistantEDU.org 
ranked STCC’s program the top in Massachu- 
setts for quality and value. 

David M. Cruise, president & CEO, Hamp- 
den County Workforce Board, said, “The grow- 
ing healthcare industry in the region needs to 
attract, develop and retain qualified talent. By 
offering free medical assistant training to those 
who are eligible, this program will expand the 
pool of applicants to meet 
the immediate and future 
workforce demands of 
the regional companies.” 

Professional medical 
assistants perform admin- 
istrative duties such as 
word processing, record 
keeping, billing, electron- 
ic medical records and 
scheduling _ procedures. 
Clinical responsibilities 
include assisting the phy- 
sician with patient care, 
performing _ electrocar- 
diograms, assisting with 
physical examinations, 
performing phlebotomy, 
obtaining and processing 
specimens. 

Graduates are qual- 
ified to accept positions 
in medical offices, clin- 
ics, health maintenance 
organizations, insurance 
companies, hospitals, 
ambulatory care centers, 
or any other area where 
their broad basic skills are 
needed. 

Find out more infor- 
mation about the program 
by viewing the recorded 
HYPERLINK = “https:// 
www.youtube.com/ 
watch?v=nEkkhnU6re4” 
Medical Assistant Train- 
ing information session 
on the STCC YouTube 
channel. 

Visit masshirefhca- 
reers.org for more infor- 
mation on requirements 
and how to register. 

Interested in apply- 
ing to STCC? Visit stcc. 
edu/apply or call Admis- 
sions at 413-755-3333. 
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